
 
 
House of Commons 

London 

SW1A 0AA 

Monday 27th October 2025 

 

Re: Saving lives and protecting the NHS  

 

Dear Health Spokespeople,  

 

We, members of the public health community, would like to express our support for 

the Tobacco and Vapes Bill as peers meet today for the first day of Committee stage 

in the Lords.  

 

We commend all political parties for their continued commitment to achieving a 

smokefree future and for supporting the key role that this legislation plays in that. 

There was a six month gap between 2nd reading and today’s debate and we 

sincerely hope the Bill can progress quickly through the final Parliamentary stages.  

 

This Bill is urgently needed. Since its introduction, more than 120,000 young adults 

aged 18–25 have started smoking, and children continue to be exposed to 

irresponsible vape marketing. Without swift action, these harms will continue.  

 

Smoking remains the leading cause of preventable death in the UK, claiming over 

70,000 lives each year, and driving significant health inequalities. The Bill offers an 

historic opportunity to change this trajectory and protect future generations.  

 

The signatories to this letter include councillors, directors of public health, 

academics, researchers, clinicians, nurses, midwives, trading standards officers, 

environmental health professionals and advocates.1 Together, the health community 

stands firmly behind your ambition to end the tobacco epidemic.  

 

 
1 Please see the list of signatories with their organisations and job titles here. 

https://ash.org.uk/uploads/table-of-signatories-for-cross-party-letter.pdf


We are calling on all political parties to do what they can to ensure that this 

legislation is passed as swiftly as possible and create a lasting legacy of a 

smokefree future for our children. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 
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