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Further information about the early history of tobacco is available at:

1962

1964

1965

1966

The first Royal College of Physicians (RCP) report, "

" was published. It received massive publicity. The
main recommendations were: restriction of tobacco
advertising; increased taxation on cigarettes; more restrictions
on the sales of cigarettes to children, and smoking in public
places; and more information on the tar/nicotine content of
cigarettes. Forthe first time in a decade, cigarette sales fell.

The Tobacco Advisory Committee (subsequently Council, and
now known as the Tobacco Manufacturers’ Association) - which
represents the interests of the tobacco industry - agreed to
implement a code of advertising practice for cigarettes which
was intended to take some of the glamour out of cigarette
advertisements. The code was based on the former ITA code
governing cigarette advertisements on TV (before they were
removed in 1964, with the co-operation of the ITA)

The US Surgeon General produced his first report on "

". Its conclusions corroborated those of the RCP
and the US Surgeon General has produced annual reports
since 1967 on the health consequences on smoking.

Doll and Hill published the results of a nationwide prospective
survey on "

". Between 1951 and 1964
about half the UK's d octors who smoked gave up and there
was a dramatic fall in lung cancer incidence among those
who gave up as opposed to those who continued to smoke.

After considerable debate, the government used the powers
vested in it under the terms of the 1964 Television Act to

This was after
consultation with the ITA.

The government asked the tobacco industry to
withdraw cigarette coupon schemes. It refused.
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1967

1968

1969

1970

1971

The first was held
in New York.

Kenneth Robinson, Minister for Health, announced in
Parliament the Government's intention to "introduce legislation
in due course to take powers to ban cigarette coupon schemes,
to control or ban other promotional schemes and to limit other
forms of advertising". This action was never in fact taken.

The (HEC - later reorganised as
the Health Education Authority, or HEA) was
established by Government to replace the existing Central
Council for Health Education in England and Wales.
The (SHEU, later SHEG,
now HEBS - Health Education Board for Scotland) was
established to cover similar activities in Scotland.

The Health Education Council's first anti-smoking
campaign was launched: posters asking, "Why learn about
lung cancer the hard way?" appeared.

The Radio Times implemented its own ban on
cigarette advertising.

Finnair claimed to be the world's first airline providing
non-smoking accommodation.

The Director-General of the World Health Organisation (WHO)
presented a report to the 23rd World Health Assembly on "The
limitation of smoking". The paper was prepared by
Professor Charles Fletcher of the Hammersmith Hospital, and
Dr Daniel Horn. It called for an end to cigarette
advertising and promotion, among other recommendations.
As a result, the WHO Assembly banned smoking at meetings
and affirmed the health hazards in strong terms.

Sir Keith J oseph, s ecretary of state for Health, a ffirmed t he
government's intention to control tobacco use through
voluntary agreement with the tobacco industry.

First voluntary agreement between the tobacco industry
and the government drawn up. Its provisions included: all
cigarette
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1972

packs for sale in the UK should carry the words "Warning by HM
Government: Smoking can damage your health"; all press and

poster ads were to carry the reference: "Every pack carries a

Government health warning"; and the industry agreed to

establish a scientific liaison committee consisting of industry
and DHSS-nominated scientists to explore less dangerous
forms of smoking and to devise a way of measuring tar/nicotine
levels.

Publication of the second RCP report, "Smoking and Health
Now". It endorsed the WHO report. This report also received
widespread publicity and caused a permanent drop of 5% in
cigarette consumption. A clear socio-economic divide in
cessation had emerged: people in the "professional" classes"
were giving up smoking, while people in the "manual" and
"unwaged" groups were not.

was set up under
the auspices of the RCP to make non-smoking the norm in
society and to inform and educate the public about the
death and disease caused by smoking. Its first president
was Lord Rosenheim, President of the RCP: its Chairman
Professor Charles Fletcher, its Hon Secretary Dr Keith Ball,
and its first director Dr John Dunwoodly.

Following a campaign by ASH, London Transport increased the
proportion of carriages in underground trains reserved for non-
smokers from 50% to 75%, and banned smoking on single-deck
buses.

Rank Leisure was the first of the major UK cinema chainsto
in most of its cinemas.

132 MPs voted in favour of a ban on dgarette advertising, 73

against. In an extension of the existing voluntary agreement,

the industry agreed to: include "health hints" on cigarette packs

(e.g."ifyou dosmoke, leave a long stub); cover up specific brand
advertisements at televised sporting events; ensure that all

brand ads at sports events carried a health warning; ensure that
cinema cigarette advertisements, and those sent through the

post, carried a reference to the health warning.
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1973

The government announced that a new Independent Scientific
Committee on Smoking and Health (ISCSH) was to replace the
standing liaison committee. Its first priority was to produce
guidelines for, and administer the testing of, tobacco substitute
and additive materials.

The , in which information on the tar
and nicotine levels in all generally available cigarettes was
given, were published. The |l owest w as 4 mg a nd the
h ighest 38mg. The average tar yield of cigarettes then
on sale was 20.6mg.

ASH introduced a "Butt of the Month" award for specific
cigarette advertisements with citations for "outstanding
services to national ill-health". The first award went to
Consulate, a menthol cigarette advertised with the slogan
"gives you a taste of the country". ASH pressure led to the
withdrawal of an inadequately tested part-substitute for
tobacco.
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1974

UK Regulation:

Publications:

Key Stats:

Campaigns:

Business:

Dr David Owen, minister for health, announced in Parliament
that he had asked the industry to agree to: allocate some of its
advertising budget to health education; abolish cigarette
advertising in the cinema; print tar group descriptions on packs
and advertisements; use a stronger and more prominent health
warning; abolish coupon schemes; and consider curbing
tobacco sponsorship of sport. The industry later rejected most
of these requests.

ASH published an expert report on smoking cessation clinics,
calling for more effort to support these ventures. No health
authority action was forthcoming.

The second edition of the tar tables was published, dividing
cigarettes into high, middle-to-high, middle, low-to-middle and
low tar categories.

The inthe UK shows that 46%
of adults aged 16 and over smoke.

As holder of a single share, ASH put several questions
concerning smoking and health forward at Rothmans
AGCM. Since then, ASH representatives attend most tobacco
AGMs for the same purpose.

British Rail and British Airways increased the proportion of
accommodation for non-smokers.

Tobacco Industry: The ASH "Butt of the Summer" award was given to Kensitas, with

its slogan "You get more out of life with Kensitas". ASH
suggested this should continue: "You get lung cancer. You get
heart disease. You get emphysema." The manufacturers
eventually withdrew the ad.

Imperial Tobacco withdrew two brands called "Rapier" and
"Stiletto" after ASH wrote to its Chairman congratulating him on
choosing such apt names for products associated with death.
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-21698054

1975

UK Regulation:

Publications:

Key stats:

Campaigns:

Code of Advertising Practice of cigarettes to be taken out of the
hands of the industry and to be monitored by the Advertising
Standards Authority; to place tar groupings on packs and
advertising. Imperial Tobacco, which then controlled two-
thirds of the UK market, to remove brand
names and logos from racing cars taking part in UK races.

Following discussions with the industry and the department
of Health, the ASA agreed to
governing cigarette advertising.

In response to the government's 1974 proposals, the industry
agreed to: withdraw advertising from U certificate cinema
programmes; to end the advertising of free samples.

The ISCSH's on tobacco substitutes and
tobacco additives was published.

The total number of deaths from lung cancer decreased during
1975 for the first time for more than half a century, in men only:
the number of deaths among women continued to increase.

A survey by ASH showed that 86% of tobacconists were selling
cigarettes to children.

In a submission to the Royal Commission on Civil Liability and
Compensation ASH called for tobacco manufacturers and
retailers to be made legally liable for compensation in respect of
death or illness caused by smoking.

Two Thames TV documentaries on smoking in successive
weeks made 160,000 people (5% of the audience) give up,
according to a Gallup poll.
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1976

UK Regulation:

Publications:

Campaigns:

Tobacco Industry:

Cigarette taxation by 35p in the Budget
"Specific" and "ad valorem" taxes, a two-tier system designed
to ease tax harmonisation within the EEC, were introduced.

Robert Kilroy-Silk MP presented a Private Member's bill to bring
tobacco substitutes and additives under the 1968 Medicines
Act. Dr Owen announced the government's intentions to place
tobacco substitutes and additives under the remit of the 1968
Medicines Act.

The ASA implemented its own new code of advertising practice
governing cigarettes which had been agreed in August
1975. The long-standing Marlboro cowboy and Rothmans pilot
campaigns were immediately withdrawn as a result.

Professor Sir Richard Doll and Mr Richard Peto published the
results of of nearly
35,000 doctors' smoking habits. They concluded that one
in three smokers dies from their habit.

The BBC programme Nationwide launched a widespread
campaign to "Stop smoking with Nationwide" which continued
for several months.

The Health Education Council launched an anti-smoking
campaign aimed at young people.

A DHSS and NOP poll showed that 70% of the population - a
majority of both smokers and non-smokers - favoured further
restrictions on smoking in all public places.

The inaugural meeting of the all-party Parliamentary Group for
action on smoking and health was held at the House of
Commons. ASH's new patron, HRH the Duke of Gloucester,
opened the meeting.

, Peter Taylor's hard-hitting documentary
about the illness and death suffered by American cowboys who
smoke, and the contrast with the Philip Morris "Marlboro
cowboy" image, is shown once on Thames TV. Philip Morris
immediately takes out an injunction to prevent further
showings of this film. In 1979, in an out-of-court settlement with
Thames, Philip Morris acquires all the film shot for this film,
whether or not it was used in the finished programme.
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https://www.who.int/tobacco/training/success_stories/en/best_practices_united_kingdom_taxation.pdf
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https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x3f61b2

1977

UK Regulation:

Publications:

Campaigns:

A new voluntary agreement with the tobacco industry
stipulated: a slightly strengthened health warning to appear on
packs and ads; advertising of high tar brands to be stopped
immediately, and middle-to-high tar brands by 1978; no new
brands in these categories to be introduced; a new, stronger
code of advertising practice to be introduced; and a code of
practice for sponsorship to be discussed with the Minister for
Sport.

David Ennals, Secretary of State for Social Services, announced
that the Independent Scientific Committee on Smoking and
Health, under the chairmanship of Professor Hunter, had given
a limited go-ahead for the marketing of two
tobacco substitutes, . These products were
incorporated into cigarettes which were still mostly made up
of tobacco. The cigarettes were marketed as "safer" and
eventually withdrawn after prolonged and vigorous protests
from ASH and other groups o n t he g rounds t hat t he
a dvertising was utterly misleading.

The third report of the RCP, "Smoking or Health", was
published. It provided an authoritative summary of research on
smoking and disease, and made the strongest calls yet for
government action to control smoking.

The Health Education Council launched a TV campaign

focusing on the rights of non-smokers and smoking by women.

ASH submitted evidence to the Royal Commission on the
National Health Service, recommending a "health levy" on
cigarettes to pay for the cost of treating smoking-related
diseases.
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1978

UK Regulation:

Publications:

Campaigns:

The Independent Broadcasting Authority publishes a Code of
Advertising Standards which regulates all commercial TV and
radio broadcasting. Cigarettes and cigarette tobacco are
"unacceptable products" not to be advertised on commercial
radio.

Only high-tar cigarettes are affected by this year's
, which levies 7 pence on a packet of 20 with a tar
yield of 20mg or more, from September.

, which provides for extra taxation
on high tar cigarettes is debated in Parliamentary Committee
and despite a campaign against the clause by the tobacco
industry, it is adopted.

A House of Commons Early Day Motion, tabled by Sir George
Young and signed by 54 MPs, calls for aban on tobacco
advertising.

Tyne and Wear County Transport Committee agrees to make all
public transport in the area smoke-free.

A major article in the BMJ discusses the evidence that passive
smoking is harmful to health.

The Central Middlesex Hospital in London holds a successful
"Smoking Action Week", with film shows, cessation counselling
and public meetings. The hospital becomes the first in Britain
to implement a 1977 Department of Health Circular requiring
hospitals to introduce a smoking policy.

ASH asks the DHSS to set up a new independent authority to
control tobacco advertising and promotion.
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https://www.theguardian.com/uk/1999/mar/03/budget1999.budget22
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1978/42/enacted

1979

UK Regulation:

Publications:

Key Stats:

Campaigns:

Main post offices are

Laurie Pavitt MP presents a Bill, supported by ASH, to
legislate against tobacco advertising and promotion.

The publication of a major WHO report,"
" receives widespread press coverage.

OPCS figures show a sharp rise in women's deaths from lung
cancer over the past ten years.

The Coronary Prevention Group is set up. Its aim is to
encourage diet and lifestyle changes in order to reduce
coronary heart disease, including reduction of smoking.

David Simpson becomes Director of ASH.
Sir George Young, Under-Secretary of State at the DHSS,

receives press commendation for his commitment to the
smoking and health issue.
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https://www.independent.co.uk/news/charter-flights-ban-smoking-1536719.html
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1980

UK Regulation:

Publications:

Campaigns:

The Government announces a new voluntary agreement with
the tobacco industry, which was only in force for a very short
time. Four new health warnings are introduced, and more
space is allocated to them on posters. The industry agrees to
cut its expenditure on poster advertising by 30%. It also agrees
to take steps not to put posters within view of schools, although
the clause is vaguely worded. ASH, the British Medical
Association (BMA) anda n umbero fM Psd escribe the
agreement as weak and ineffective. ASH vows that its long-
term campaign to see all tobacco advertising banned by law will
continue.

The second Independent Scientific Committee on Smoking and
Health (ISCSH) report attracts criticism for refusing to
recommend the publication of carbon monoxide yields of
cigarettes.

"Which" magazine publishes the carbon monoxide yields of 19
brands o f cigarette i nt his m onth'si ssue a nd u rgest he
Government to make this information generally known.

The Social Services Committee, reporting to the Government on
perinatal mortality, asks for all tobacco advertising to be banned
and for other legislative methods to control tobacco use.

A BBC "Horizon" programme, wins press
acclaim. It highlighted some of the less well-known effects of
smoking such as gangrene, as well as presenting the
advantages of giving up smoking.

Tobacco Industry: The BBC programme "Panorama" reports on the tobacco

industry, revealing that the chairman of the Tobacco Advisory
Council ison the Sports council, as well as showing in depth how
the industry refuses to acknowledge publicly that smoking
kills. The industry's third world marketing policies are also
subjected to intensive scrutiny.

ASH: Key dates in tobacco regulation: 1962 — 2020

Adult smoking rate for
Great Britain (16+)

1


https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01znljr

1981

UK Regulation:

Publications:

Campaigns:

Cigarette tax is increased by 14 pence on a packet of 20 in this
year's main Budget, the biggest percentage price rise since
1947.

Sir George Young, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State
for Health, is to the Department of the Environment
after it becomes clear that he will support and actively
campaign for a ban on tobacco advertising and other
legislation to control tobacco use. Patrick Jenkin, the Health
Minister at the time, is also from the Department
of Health.

Publication of

, by Dr Bobbie Jacobson, former Deputy Director of
ASH. The book attracts widespread press coverage for
its detailed treatment of why tobacco use, and tobacco
advertising, is a particular issue for women.

A

attracts widespread press coverage. Over the previous
10 years, smoking has declined to the extent that most
people in the UK do not smoke.

The TUC to help
union members give up.
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https://members.parliament.uk/member/57/career
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1982

UK Regulation:

Publications:

Campaigns:

Tobacco Industry:

The Government announces two new voluntary agreements on
advertising and sponsorship. The sponsorship agreement
permits the industry to raise the prize money offered in sporting
events to £6 million. All advertisements for these events will
have to carry a health warning. The advertising restrictions
have yet to be decided, but the industry announces its intention
to spend £3 million a year on health promotion activities. The
agreements are denounced as ineffective by ASH and the BMA.

The Government announces a new voluntary agreement with
the tobacco industry to regulate advertising and
promotion. Advertising materials at point-of-sale and over a
certain size will have to carry a health warning and video
cassettes will not be allowed to carry cigarette
advertising. Health warnings are modified and the rotation
system which formerly applied is discontinued. The industry
offers to reduce expenditure on poster ads and cinema ads by
50% and 40% respectively. The industry also offers to pay £I11
million over the three and a half years the agreement is to run
to fund the Health Promotion Research Trust, which will offer
grants to research a wide variety of health-related topics, except
anything connected with tobacco use. This draws widespread
and bitter criticism from the media and public alike with one
prominent surgeon commenting: “It's like entrusting moral
education about organised crime to the Mafia.”

The report of the enquiry on the fire at Goodge Street
Underground station calls for smoking to be banned on the
Underground immediately.

ASH publishes a guide for health practitioners interested in
tobacco control.

The BMA asks the Government to ban all forms of tobacco
advertising.

BAT Industries apologises to the Government after Martina
Navratilova is with the "Kim" logo on it
at Wimbledon. The row over this incident leads to considerable
media debate about the effectiveness of the voluntary
agreement system.
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1983

UK Regulation:

Publications:

Campaigns:

Laurie Pavitt MP presents a Bill asking for all tobacco
advertising to be banned.

ASH Scotland publishes , Which
outlines the cost of smoking in human | ifea ndi liness
i n e ach Parliamentary constituency, local government
region and Health Board area in Scotland.

The of the Independent Scientific Committee
on Smoking and Health is published. It recommends
the progressive reduction of tar levels in cigarettes over the
next four years.

The fourth Royal College of Physicians Report,

, is published. For the first time, the report
examines the health risks of passive smoking, but as before, it
provides a wealth of data to support its assertion that over
100,000 people die every year from smoking-related illness in
the UK, and it calls for an end to tobacco advertising and
promotion.

Launch of Glasgow 2000, a campaign to make Glasgow
smoke-free by the year 2000.

ASH: Key dates in tobacco regulation: 1962 — 2020

Adult smoking rate for
Great Britain (16+)

Smoking prevalence
among children for
England (11-15)

14


https://www.ashscotland.org.uk/media/5850/currentannualreport.pdf
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=XFgoAQAAIAAJ&source=gbs_book_other_versions
https://www.bmj.com/content/bmj/287/6405/1570.full.pdf
https://www.bmj.com/content/bmj/287/6405/1570.full.pdf

1984

UK Regulation:

Publications:

Campaigns:

Following a fire at Oxford Circus tube station, possibly caused
by a cigarette, London Regional Transport on
all Underground trains.

Roger Sims MP presents a Bill to
of sporting events.

of a major work on the politics of tobacco. "The
Smoke Ring", by prominent and respected campaigning
journalist Peter Taylor, is a devastating account of how the
industry contrives to remain powerful and in business in the
face of widespread knowledge about the death and disease it
causes. A "Panorama" programme screened the same day gives
massive publicity to the book and its findings.

A major review in the American Journal of Epidemiology
confirms the link between smoking and cervical cancer.

is launched as a major UK event,
subsequently run on the second Wednesday of March every
year. The day aims to e ncourage and support smokers w ho
want to quit.

The London Transport Passenger Committee and the Evening
Standard newspaper launch a campaign to get all of London's
transport made smoke-free.

The BMA launches a major campaign with the aim of
introducing a wide range of smoking control measures,
including a ban on tobacco advertising.

The improved "Give Up Smoking" (GUS) kit, for use in
GPs' surgeries, is launched by ASH and the HEC.
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http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/8136355.stm
http://www.ukpol.co.uk/roger-sims-1986-speech-on-tobacco-advertising-in-sport/
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1985

UK Regulation:

Publications:

Campaigns:

London Regional Transport on all Underground
stations wholly or partly underground.

The Department of Health and Social Security issues guidelines
asking health authorities to introduce smoking policies in a
health premises.

The BMA's report on by, among
others, church and health organisations, is greeted by
widespread embarrassment and remorse from the bodies in
question.

Publication of "The Big Kill", a series of booklets which provides
data on the number of people in the England and Wales killed
by tobacco, broken down by parliamentary constituency, area
health authority and administrative boundary.

The BMA publishes a report which refutes the tobacco
industry's justification for advertising.

ASH publishes a guide: "Tobacco advertising: what you can
do". This lists the restrictions that are meant to apply to tobacco
advertising and gives names and addresses for where to
complain if these restrictions are breached.

The HEC's latest TV ad campaign tells women that lung cancer is
now Kkilling almost as many women as breast cancer.

On the 20th anniversary of cigarette advertising being banned
on TV, ASH writes to the Home Secretary asking him to make
the BBC and IBA observe their responsibilities under the law
and stop transmitting tobacco advertising in the form of
tobacco-sponsored sport.

Launch of "Project Smoke-Free", a major regional initiative
against smoking in the North-West of England.

Tobacco Industry: The BMJ denounces the tobacco industry-funded Health

Promotion Research Trust as
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https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=7JnxCQAAQBAJ&pg=PT271&lpg=PT271&dq=London+Regional+Transport+bans+smoking+on+all+Underground+stations+wholly+or+partly+underground+1985&source=bl&ots=oV2Hea79Sn&sig=ACfU3U2fvnS3lNRm88muIh2gbQV9zk3jUA&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiPr4_LyMLpAhU9UhUIHbDcB-wQ6AEwAHoECAwQAQ%23v=onepage&q=London%20Regional%20Transport%20bans%20smoking%20on%20all%20Underground%20stations%20wholly%20or%20partly%20underground%201985&f=false
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=7JnxCQAAQBAJ&pg=PT271&lpg=PT271&dq=London+Regional+Transport+bans+smoking+on+all+Underground+stations+wholly+or+partly+underground+1985&source=bl&ots=oV2Hea79Sn&sig=ACfU3U2fvnS3lNRm88muIh2gbQV9zk3jUA&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=XjtWBQAAQBAJ&pg=PA332&lpg=PA332&dq=cancer+charities+in+BMA+list+of+shareholders+in+tobacco+firms+the+guardian&source=bl&ots=gcl7t3oubx&sig=ACfU3U3VOb3M9JJeGSWvzJFuRhyF18gQmg&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiL9MOIycLpAhWGRxUIHdIgCh4Q6AEwAHoECAoQAQ%23v=onepage&q=cancer%20charities%20in%20BMA%20list%20of%20shareholders%20in%20tobacco%20firms%20the%20guardian&f=false
https://www.bmj.com/content/bmj/291/6511/1743.full.pdf

1986

UK Regulation:

Publications:

Key stats:

International:

Campaigns:

Announcement of the on tobacco
advertising and promotion. A ban on tobacco advertising in
cinemas and six new health warnings are introduced. Tobacco
advertising in certain women's magazines with 200,000
readers, at least a third of whom are aged 16-24, is banned and so
is advertising for brands with a tar level of 18mg and above
The industry agrees to spend £1 million per year on publicity tc
make it clear that children under 16 must not be sold cigarettes.

Passing of the which made it
illegal to sell any tobacco product to children aged under 16 -
previously the law applied only to smoking tobacco.

Tobacco advertising is after a
survey showed that tobacco advertising was more prevalent in
working-class areas served by the network than in middle-class
areas.

BMA publishes ‘Great Expectorations’, a study of the tobacco
industry's marketing tactics worldwide. There is a large amount of
press coverage.

A major review of existing research on passive smoking
published in the BMJ lends further weight to medical evidence
linking passive smoking with lung cancer in non-smokers.

It is revealed that in 1956, 30 years ago, the government refused to
accept the link between smoking and lung cancer, despite
being presented with hard medical evidence on the issue.

The World Health Organisation's Statistics Annual for 1986
shows that Britain has the world's worst death rates from lung
cancer and heart disease.

Being subjected to other people's tobacco smoke "violates the
right to health of non-smokers who must be protected against
this noxious form of environmental pollution" -

For the first time, the Sports Council
to the sponsorship of sport by the tobacco industry.

Tobacco Industry: The HEC announces that it will withhold grants from

researchers and academics who receive any funding from the
tobacco industry-supported Health Promotion Research Trust.
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http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/4377928.stm
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1986/34
https://www.newstatesman.com/sites/default/files/ns_tobacco_control_supplement_dec_2015.pdf
https://iris.paho.org/bitstream/handle/10665.2/30360/22_10.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://iris.paho.org/bitstream/handle/10665.2/30360/22_10.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://www.parliament.uk/depositedpapers?sort=1&page=1309

1987

UK Regulation: Mr Roger Sims MP, introduces a Private Member's Bill on

Key stats:

Campaigns:

Business:

smoking in public places and it is debated in Parliament. The
Bill is eventually withdrawn, despite some support from the
Department of Health and Social Security.

Following the King's Cross underground fire, in which 31 people
died, London Underground

throughout the network and bans tobacco advertising. British
Rail also bans smoking on a section of commuter line which
runs through a deep tunnel in Central London.

An Institute of Directors poll revealed that 75% of managers
would be willing to ban or restrict smmoking at work if asked to do
so by employees.

A survey of tobacco-sponsored sport on television shows that
the industry receives the equivalent of 700 30-second
commercials a year, 99% of it on the BBC.

Launch of the campaign, designed to
reduce deaths from heart disease. Cutting smoking prevalence
and introducing smoking policies at work will be an important
part of the campaign.

Launch of a new pro-health campaign, the

One of its objectives is to expose and clarify the
relationships between people in a position of authority and the
tobacco, alcohol and pharmaceutical industries.

Launch of the European Commission's
, initially a three-year campaign to raise awareness of
risky behaviour such as smoking and dietary habits.

With the support of ASH, the Institute of Environmental Health
Officers calls for smoking to be banned in restaurants and other
eating places.

The BMA calls for an end to the duty-free allowance of
cigarettes.

The Cannon-ABC chain of cinemas
after a successful trial smoking policy.

Independent Television ceases transmission of all tobacco-
sponsored sports events.

ASH: Key dates in tobacco regulation: 1962 — 2020

Adult smoking rate for
Great Britain (16+)

Smoking prevalence
among children for
England (11-15)

18


http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/4377928.stm
https://api.parliament.uk/historic-hansard/written-answers/1987/jun/30/look-after-your-heart-campaign
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=X0BlBAAAQBAJ&pg=PA26&lpg=PA26&dq=Public+Health+Alliance+1987&source=bl&ots=LN5k_xMsmo&sig=ACfU3U3CLEgg-kupISKALA7zdPWm_kpEMg&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiq5YP_6sTpAhXJTcAKHdzxCtoQ6AEwAnoECAgQAQ%23v=onepage&q=Public%20Health%20Alliance%201987&f=false
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=X0BlBAAAQBAJ&pg=PA26&lpg=PA26&dq=Public+Health+Alliance+1987&source=bl&ots=LN5k_xMsmo&sig=ACfU3U3CLEgg-kupISKALA7zdPWm_kpEMg&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiq5YP_6sTpAhXJTcAKHdzxCtoQ6AEwAnoECAgQAQ%23v=onepage&q=Public%20Health%20Allia
https://www.ejcancer.com/article/0959-8049(95)95354-9/fulltext
https://www.ejcancer.com/article/0959-8049(95)95354-9/fulltext
https://www.bradfordtimeline.co.uk/ritz.htm
https://www.bradfordtimeline.co.uk/ritz.htm

1988

UK Regulation: The Government announces that it is to and
other forms of sucking tobacco from sale in the UK, with effect
from March 1990.

Sheffield City Council announces that it will introduce a

smoking policy affecting 33,000 council workers.
Adult smoking rate for

Liverpool City Council Trading Standards officers become thec Great Britain (16+)

first in the UK with the power to prosecute shopkeepers for
illegally selling cigarettes to children.

8%

The Royal Navy announces that it is to
of supplying shore-based staff with cheap cigarettes.

. . L. . Smoking prevalence
EU Regulation: The EC to introduce new upper limits on tar levels in among children for

cigarettes throughout Europe, and to legislate on health England (11-15)
warnings to appear on tobacco packaging and advertisements.

Publications: At the inquest into the deaths of 31 people in the King's Cross
Underground station fire in November 1987, a forensic scientist
says that the fire was by a smoker's discarded
match.

Publication of the Independent Scientific Committee on
Smoking and Health's Fourth Report, known as the

It concludes that there is a 10-30% increased risk of
developing lung cancer if you are a non-smoker exposed to
other people's smoke, and recommends making non-smoking
the norm at work and in all public places where separate
adequate provision for non-smokers is not possible.

Key stats: Latest Government figures show that although fewer than one
third of UK adults now smoke, the decline in prevalence is
slowing down. Between 1984 and 1986 there was no significant
decline in the number of women smoking at all.

International: A USA court makes worldwide history by
against a tobacco firm to the family of Rose Cipollone, a
smoker who died of lung cancer. The tobacco company
launched an appeal against the award.

Tobacco Industry: The Tobacco Advisory Council is forced to withdraw press ads, a
video and a booklet intended to show that tobacco smoke at
work is not a problem. The materials, based on research
conducted at Imperial College London, which the TAC part-
funded, apparently represented the research findings
somewhat misleadingly.
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https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/11972277.safety-ban-on-skoal-bandits/
https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/the-smokers-last-gasp-1538510.html
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/P_88_8
https://www.railwaysarchive.co.uk/docsummary.php?docID=75
https://www.railwaysarchive.co.uk/docsummary.php?docID=75
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/4377928.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/4377928.stm
https://law.justia.com/cases/federal/district-courts/FSupp/683/1487/2267908/
https://law.justia.com/cases/federal/district-courts/FSupp/683/1487/2267908/

1989

UK Regulation:

EU Regulation:

Campaigns:

Business:

Birmingham City Council announces proposals for a package of
tobacco control measures that would make all indoor public
places and transport smoke-free by the year 2000.

Despite Britain's opposition, the European Council of
Health Ministers for stricter, larger health
warnings on tobacco packs and advertising throughout
Europe. The Ministers also adopted a directive setting
the maximum permissible tar level in cigarettes at 15mg by
the end of 1992 and 12mg by the end of 1997.

It is announced that from October 1991, it will be against the law
to advertise tobacco on television anywhere in the EC. This will
have the effect of banning cigar and pipe tobacco commercials
from British TV.

A poll shows that 79% of smokers think that National No
Smoking Day is a good idea and around 5 million smokers wiill
try and give up on the day.

David Simpson, Director of ASH, is in
the Queen's Birthday Honours List.

Establishment of , @ consultancy set
up to meet the growing demand for expert advice on
introducing smoking policies at work.

The first national Smokebusters Conference for children takes
place in London.

The HEA launches its £10 million teenage smoking campaign,
targeting young people between the ages of 11 and 13. The
campaign will run for five years.

Richard Branson, Chairman of the Virgin Group, bans all
tobacco advertising and promotion from his companies, at an
estimated cost of £2 million over the next five years.
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https://www.who.int/tobacco/training/success_stories/en/european_community_labelling.pdf
https://www.who.int/tobacco/training/success_stories/en/european_community_labelling.pdf
https://www.thegazette.co.uk/London/issue/51772/supplement/1
https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/EUM0000000002103/full/html?skipTracking=true

1990

EU Regulation: Members of the European Parliament

Key stats:

Publications:

Campaigns:

International:

A draft US report leaked to the press suggests that 3000 US
citizens die each year fromm lung cancer caused by passive
smoking.

A study of children's attitudes to other people smoking, part-
funded by ASH Scotland, is published to widespread publicity. It
shows that most children are vehemently anti-smoking.

The Sunday Times, using material supplied by ASH, publishes a

This leads to questions being asked by ASH and other
shareholders at the BAT AGM.

OPCS figures show that although lung cancer incidence is
declining among men, it is still increasing among women, and in
some areas it has overtaken breast cancer as the most
common cancer among women.

A linking lung cancer in non-smokers to
childhood passive smoking is published.

Widespread publicity is given to a British Journal of Addiction
study showing that

ASH and the HEA publish "Beating the Ban", an analysis of
tobacco-sponsored sports coverage on the BBC. Children
interviewed for the report are under the impression that
cigarette advertising is allowed on TV, because they have seen
logos and brand names.

A coalition of MPs, TV and radio
personalities, activists and members of the public, it aims to press
for more effective legislation to protect children from tobacco. Its
founder members include Esther Rantzen and Richard Branson.

BMA, ASH and the Coronary Prevention Group call for a 32p rise in

cigarette tax at the next Budget, to bring prices back into line with
1987 levels.

Virgin Atlantic launches the
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https://ec.europa.eu/health/tobacco/advertising_en
https://ec.europa.eu/health/tobacco/advertising_en
https://tobaccotactics.org/wiki/british-american-tobacco-in-africa-a-past-and-present-of-double-standards/
https://tobaccotactics.org/wiki/british-american-tobacco-in-africa-a-past-and-present-of-double-standards/
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJM199009063231003
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1360-0443.1990.tb01608.x
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1360-0443.1990.tb01608.x
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=hMKqDwAAQBAJ&pg=PA55&lpg=PA55&dq=Parents+against+Tobacco++richard+branson&source=bl&ots=R9K9VkcByw&sig=ACfU3U2To9XZHjnxkAg7EexWcAgClXkbuw&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjPlsm8nMXpAhUSnVwKHVEnBAIQ6AEwAHoECAsQAQ%23v=onepage&q=Parents%20against%20Tobacco%20%20richard%20branson&f=false
https://www.upi.com/Archives/1990/02/06/Virgin-Atlantic-bans-smoking-on-international-flights/7207634280400/

1991

UK Regulation:

EU Regulation:

Publications:

Key stats:

Tobacco Industry:

The government announces a series of new, larger health
warnings for tobacco packaging, in line with EC
requirements. This is the

as opposed to covered in the voluntary
agreements. There will be two health warnings on the packs
from now on instead of one and they will include "Smoking
kills" and "Protect children: don't make them breathe
your smoke". They will cover 6% of the relevant face of the
pack. The minimum requirement under the terms of the
Directive is 4%.

Cigarette tax is raised by approximately 16p in the Budget. The
Chancellor says:

Publication of a which has provision
for the legally required new health warnings on
advertisements. Other provisions include: a reduction in the
number of shopfront advertisements; minor tightening of the
rules surrounding direct mailing and extension of the controls
on advertising in women's magazines.

making tobacco advertising on television illegal
comes into force.

Publication of the Government Green Paper, ‘The Health of the
Nation'. The reducing overall smoking
prevalence by one third, to 22% in men and 21% in women, as
well as a reduction by 30% of deaths from coronary heart
disease and stroke in under-65s by the year 2000.

Publication of an ASH report revealing that nearly seven million
women aged between 15 and 24 are exposed to cigarette
advertising in the pages of women's magazines, despite the
voluntary agreement intended to prevent such exposure.

Publication of ‘The Smoking Epidemic: Counting the cost’ by
the Health Education Authority. This is a detailed survey of
deaths from tobacco-related disease around the country. In
the UK, 111,000 people die every year from smoking-related
lung and other cancers, stroke, heart disease, arterial disease,
chronic bronchitis and emphysema. The survey also has data
on the cost of treating these illnesses to the NHS.

A landmark court decision in Australia is welcomed by tobacco

control bodies worldwide: a judge rules that the Tobacco
Institute of Australia's advertisements, implying that there was
no proven case that passive smoking was dangerous, were
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/1991/1530/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/1991/1530/contents/made
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm199091/cmhansrd/1991-03-19/Debate-2.html
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm199091/cmhansrd/1991-03-19/Debate-2.html
https://www.jstor.org/stable/20206872?seq=1
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/c9615513-0717-40e8-bee1-6a5cbd94a209/language-en
https://www.cambridge.org/core/services/aop-cambridge-core/content/view/CAB7AAD74EC745BEDB669318560AD062/S0955603600047826a.pdf/health_of_the_nation.pdf
https://www.jstor.org/stable/29711189?seq=1

1992

UK Regulation:

EU Regulation:

Publications:

comes into force. This tightens up existing legislation on
the sale of cigarettes to children under 16. The new law makes it
illegal to sell single cigarettes and also requires warning notices,
stating that it is illegal to sell tobacco to anyone under the age
of 16, to be displayed at all points of sale including vending
machines.

13p is added to the price of a packet of cigarettes (a 5% increase
in the real price)

The first transdermal nicotine patch is
in the UK.

Hackney becomes the first London Borough to introduce a
comprehensive smoking policy.

As a result of discussion between the BMA, OPCS and Coroner's
working party the Home Office agree that doctors
smoking as a cause of death on death certificates.

MEPs in the European Parliament of banning
tobacco advertising.

The Government's White Paper, , s
published. It attracts widespread criticism for failing to
recommend a ban on tobacco advertising but offers a greater
target for prevalence reduction (to 20% in men and women by
2000) and a 40% reduction in cigarette consumption by the
same year. For the first time, licensed taxi drivers are promised
legislation to enable them to ban smoking in their vehicles if
they want to.

Publication of the Royal College of Physicians' fifth report on
tobacco, .

A legal opinion obtained by ASH confirms that non-smokers
who suffer from passive smoking at work may be able to sue
their employer for the damage caused to their health.

The Department of Health publishes for consultation and
comment a report by its Chief Economic Adviser, Clive Smee,
which reviews the evidence that tobacco advertising affects
consumption and that advertising bans reduce consumption.
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1991/23/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1991/23/contents
https://www.theguardian.com/uk/1999/mar/03/budget1999.budget7
https://www.thepharmaletter.com/article/1st-nicotine-patch-launched-in-uk
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/ruling-puts-focus-on-deaths-from-smoking-1548600.html
https://escholarship.org/uc/item/3r1334mz
https://www.cambridge.org/core/services/aop-cambridge-core/content/view/CAB7AAD74EC745BEDB669318560AD062/S0955603600047826a.pdf/health_of_the_nation.pdf
https://shop.rcplondon.ac.uk/products/smoking-and-the-young?variant=6638106117

1993

UK Regulation:

Key stats:

Tobacco Industry:

The Government publishes which strengthen
health warnings on tobacco products other than cigarettes, by

requiring that “each packet carries one of six health warnings
for rolling tobacco, or one of four health warnings for cigars,
cigarillos and pipe tobacco, in additional to the general
warning”.

Nicotine patches are removed from the list of drugs which may
be prescribed by GPs under the NHS.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer announces that he intends to
on tobacco products by at least 3%
on average each year in future Budgets.

Labour MP for Rother Valley, Kevin Barron, announced that he
would introduce a to ban
tobacco advertising. The First Reading was on 16 December.

Dr John Britton publishes a study into childhood asthma and
smoking during pregnancy which finds that 39% of children
whose mothers smoked 25 or more cigarettes a day during the
child's first five years wheezed, compared to 29% of children
whose mothers never smoked.

The Health Education Authority publishes ‘The Smoking
Epidemic: A Prescription for Change’ which assesses the impact
of smoking in terms of GP consultations, prescriptions and
outpatient visits and puts the total annual cost of smoking to
the NHS in England & Wales at £610 million.

Sir Richard Doll reveals the latest results in his

of doctors. Smokers are three times more likely to die in middle-
age than non-smokers and up to 1in 2 smokers may eventually
die from their habit.

The United States Environmental Protection Agency
publishes its This states that
in the US 3000 lung cancer deaths a year can be attributed
to passive smoking and classifies environmental tobacco
smoke as a class A (known human) carcinogen.

Imperial Tobacco, Gallaher and Rothmans International
in the European Court to reduce the size of the
health warnings on cigarette packets.
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/1993/1947/made/data.pdf
https://api.parliament.uk/historic-hansard/commons/1993/nov/30/tobacco
http://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/RP94-22/RP94-22.pdf
https://www.ctsu.ox.ac.uk/research/british-doctors-study
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2014-09/documents/passive_smoke.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A61992CJ0011
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A61992CJ0011

1994

UK Regulation:

Publications:

Campaigns:

On 11 February the House of Commons

to Kevin Barron's Private Members' Bill to
ban tobacco advertising after a procedural vote is carried
by 227 votes to 17.

Kevin Barron's Private Member's Bill to ban tobacco
advertising in the House of Commons on
13 May. 108 amendments and 5 new clauses are tabled, a
tactic which ensures that the Bill runs out of time.

A

by Professors Peto and Lopez estimated that tobacco smoking
will kill around one million of today's UK teenagers and
children in middle age, and one million in old age, if the

current smoking patterns continue.

The latest figures from Sir Richard Doll's study of smoking and
death among British doctors found that the risks of smoking are
twice as high as previously thought. It now seems that about
half of all regular cigarette smokers will eventually be killed by

their habit.

A report, , is published by the Policy
Studies Institute which highlights a growing policy
dilemma in that tobacco taxes help reduce smoking among
the majority but have little or no effect on those who smoke
most and can least afford it: Britain's poorest families.

A Parliamentary committee report on sports sponsorship and
television coverage recommended that no further sporting
events sponsored by tobacco companies should be
broadcast once existing contracts have expired. The Heritage
Secretary, Stephen Dorrell, rejected the report.

The Government launched a three-year national anti-
smoking campaign in England. The £13.5 million project is
aimed at adults and particularly parents who are risking
their children's health by exposing them to passive smoking.

Tobacco Industry: In the High Court Mr Justice Popplewell quashes the

to over 200 smokers wishing to sue tobacco
manufacturers for damages. The application is to be
reconsidered.
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https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm199394/cmhansrd/1994-02-11/Debate-1.html
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm199394/cmhansrd/1994-02-11/Debate-1.html
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm199394/cmhansrd/1994-05-13/Debate-9.html
https://www.jstor.org/stable/29725053?seq=1
http://www.psi.org.uk/pdf/PoorSmokers.pdf
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/legal-aid-for-smokers-to-sue-tobacco-firms-refused-1480153.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/legal-aid-for-smokers-to-sue-tobacco-firms-refused-1480153.html

1995

UK Regulation:

Publications:

Campaigns:

A new agreement on tobacco sponsorship of sport comes into

effect.

A Crown Court judge upholds a magistrate’s ruling that non-
smoking areas should be provided as a condition of granting
children’s certificates in pubs.

A major American study concludes that passive smoking is a
cause of heart disease in non-smokers.

A study reveals that the Government is receiving around
£108m a year in tax revenue from illegal sales of cigarettes to
children.

A BMA study shows that three out of four of the most heavily
advertised brands of cigarettes are among the top four brands
smoked by 11-14 year olds.

A Campaign for Smoke-Free Family Restaurants was jointly
launched by the Health Education Authority and the National
Asthma Campaign. The campaign aims to persuade
restaurateurs and cafe owners catering for families to provide
segregated areas for smokers.

Tobacco Industry: ASH complains to the ASA about a

on the grounds that it breached
the voluntary agreement on tobacco advertising by
encouraging people to smoke.

Beryl Roe, a former employee of Stockport Council

in compensation in an out of court settlement for the
ill-health she experienced after being exposed to secondhand
smoke in the workplace for several years.
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https://www.bmj.com/content/310/6989/1223.2
https://www.bmj.com/content/310/6989/1223.2
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/victim-of-passive-smoking-wins-pounds-25000-1591037.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/victim-of-passive-smoking-wins-pounds-25000-1591037.html

1996

UK Regulation:

Publications:

Key stats:

Campaigns:

International:

Guernsey's State Parliament

A survey commissioned by ASH and five other
health organisations found that

The survey also revealed that children are particularly
susceptible to nicotine addiction.

Data released by the Health Education Authority reveal that
the annual death toll from smoking-related diseases in the UK
is now at least 120,000.

The Government launches a 3-year anti-smoking campaign
aimed at teenagers.

US President Bill Clinton declares nicotine an addictive drug
and

The FDA also recommends action to
limit tobacco advertising and sponsorship.

Tobacco Industry: The American tobacco company Liggett breaks ranks with the

rest of the tobacco industry and

with tobacco control
litigants. The company agrees to pay 5% of its pre-tax
profits towards tobacco-related health care costs.

Cambridge University to pay
for a professorship in international relations in honour of
BAT's former chairman, Sir Patrick Sheehy.

The Medical Research Council accepts £147,000 from BAT to
study the relationship between nicotine and
Alzheimer's disease.

The Advertising Standards Authority upholds complaints
about a Philip Morris advertising campaign which had
claimed that the
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https://www.bmj.com/content/313/7048/12.1.full
https://www.bmj.com/content/313/7048/12.1.full
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/sports-sponsorship/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/sports-sponsorship/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/ash-welcomes-clintons-move-to-regulate-tobacco/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/ash-welcomes-clintons-move-to-regulate-tobacco/
https://www.nytimes.com/1996/03/13/business/one-company-seen-settling-tobbaco-suit.html
https://www.nytimes.com/1996/03/13/business/one-company-seen-settling-tobbaco-suit.html
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/dons-grab-bat-blood-money/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/doctors-anger-at-tobacco-funding-1311540.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/doctors-anger-at-tobacco-funding-1311540.html
https://apnews.com/3a098fdbb5e392965fe3ac0fe70eb180
https://apnews.com/3a098fdbb5e392965fe3ac0fe70eb180

1997

UK Regulation:

EU Regulation:

Key stats:

The new Labour Government to
ban tobacco advertising and tackle smoking among young
people. Tessa Jowell is appointed as minister with
responsibility for public health - the first time that public
health has been recognised at ministerial level.

The Health Secretary, Frank Dobson, that the
government will ban tobacco sponsorship of sport but that
sporting bodies would be given time to find alternative
SpOoNSsors.

The European Council of Health Ministers votes to ban tobacco
advertising throughout the European Union. The landmark
Directive, agreed by the narrowest of margins, will prohibit
“any form of commercial communication with the aim, or
direct or indirect effect, of promoting a tobacco product”.

The latest ONS survey reveals a 1% increase in smoking
prevalence among teenagers aged 11-15. In 1996, 13% of
secondary schoolchildren were regular smokers.

The reveals a rise in smoking
prevalence among British adults for the first time since the
Government began collecting data on smoking in
1972. Among men prevalence rose from the 1994 figure of 28%
to 29%, and among women there was an increase from 26 to
28%.

Tobacco Industry: In an unprecedented move, US tobacco company Liggett

Group proposes a deal to settle outstanding litigation which
includes a formal acknowledgement that smoking is addictive
and can cause cancer.

The US tobacco companies agree a deal with lawyers
representing 40 US states. Under the terms of the settlement,

to pay for the healthcare costs incurred by treating people
with smoking-related illnesses. In return, the deal would
stop further class action lawsuits and impose a limit on the
amount of money required to pay future individual claimants.

In the US state of Florida, a landmark lawsuit filed on behalf of
60,000 non-smoking flight attendants is settled out of
court. The $300m settlement marks the first time that the
tobacco industry has agreed to pay for damage caused by
passive smoking.

As part of the evidence submitted to a class action lawsuit in
the US, the president of RJ Reynolds, Andrew Schindler,
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https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/government-means-business-on-smoking-policy/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/government-means-business-on-smoking-policy/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/government-means-business-on-smoking-policy/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/may/19/newsid_2511000/2511189.stm
https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue/studies/study?id=3690
https://www.nytimes.com/1997/06/21/us/cigarette-makers-in-a-368-billion-accord-to-curb-lawsuits-and-curtail-marketing.html
https://archive.seattletimes.com/archive/?date=19970421&slug=2535074
https://archive.seattletimes.com/archive/?date=19970421&slug=2535074
https://archive.seattletimes.com/archive/?date=19970421&slug=2535074

1998

EU Regulation: The EU Directive to ban tobacco advertising and
sponsorship is formally adopted by the EU member states.

Publications: The Government publishes a
It includes new targets to reduce smoking prevalence
among adults and children; an NHS smoking cessation Adult smoking rate for
programme; a “clean air” charter aimed at the hospitality trade Great Britain (16+)
and plans to further restrict smoking in the workplace,
through an Approved Code of Practice.

The Government-appointed Scientific Committee on Tobacco
and Health (SCOTH) publishes its review of the evidence on
passive smoking and other health effects of tobacco use. The
committee concludes that exposure to passive smoking is a _

cause of lung cancer and heart disease in adults, while children Sﬁ;fg’;ﬂ%@";ﬁgf
exposed to tobacco smoke are at increased risk of cot death, England (11-15)
asthma and other respiratory diseases, and middle ear

disease.

ASH publishes to show that smokers who switch
to low tar cigarettes in the belief that they are safer, are
being misled by advertising which promotes these products
as being ‘mild’ or ‘light. The research showed that
machines used to denote tar and nicotine levels do not give a
true measurement of the amount of tar and nicotine
consumed by the typical smoker.

International: The newly elected Director General of the World Health
Organization, Gro Harlem Brundltand, calls for a world-wide
ban on tobacco advertising. WHO sets a target for the
reduction of European smokers to under 20% of the adult
population by the year 2015.

The US Senate votes against the proposed tobacco settlement
that had been agreed in principle by the tobacco companies
and states’ attorneys general in June 1997.

A US judge that the Environmental Protection
Agency wrongly declared environmental tobacco smoke
(i.e. passive smoking) a dangerous carcinogen. The EPA
said it would appeal the ruling.

Tobacco Industry: Tobacco executives admit at a US Congressional hearing that

The statements were in contrast to their testimony before
the same committee in 1994.

Internal tobacco industry documents released to an

American court show that
that nicotine was addictive.
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https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/tobacco-white-paper-ash-delighted/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/tobacco-white-paper-ash-delighted/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/ash-calls-for-immediate-action-on-low-tar-cigarettes/
https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1998-jul-19-mn-5265-story.html
https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1998-jul-19-mn-5265-story.html
https://tobaccocontrol.bmj.com/content/7/3/315

1999

UK Regulation:

EU Regulation:

Publications:

Tobacco Industry:

The Government to introduce a ban
on tobacco advertising on 10 December 1999.

A by
the European Commission. The directive is designed to
replace existing laws on health warnings and tar yields. In
addition, it calls for disclosure of all ingredients and
additives and the prohibition of misleading descriptors
such as “mild” and “light”.

ASH and the BMA revealing the link between
smoking and impotence. It is estimated that up to
120,000 young men are impotent because of smoking.
ASH and Imperial Cancer Research Fund (ICRF) launch a

which shows that some
additives increase the potency of nicotine and enhance
the palatability of tobacco smoke.

The High Court by the tobacco industry
to stop the implementation of the proposed UK regulations to
ban tobacco advertising.

The Court of Appeal overturns the High Court judgement on
the advertising regulations, but the industry announces that it
will take the matter to the House of Lords. The Appeal Court
orders that the regulations cannot be implemented until the
matter is heard by the House of Lords.

BAT announcesthatitis to ina deal
worth £5.28 billion. The deal means that the new merged
company will be the world's second largest tobacco company
with 16% of the estimated global market of around 5.5 trillion
cigarettes, just behind the world's leading company, Philip
Morris which has a 17% share.

A court in California orders Philip Morris to pay $50 million
in a lung cancer victim. The
award is subsequently reduced to $25m. The release of
thousands of internal industry documents revealing that
Philip Morris and other tobacco companies knew about the
harmful effects of smoking but concealed the knowledge,
is believed to have influenced the jury in this case.

A jury in Florida of making
a “defective and addictive” product, and for conspiring to
hide the dangers of smoking. The class action, known as the
Engle case after the lead plaintiff Howard Engle, is the first to
go to trial.
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https://www.bmj.com/content/318/7200/1716.3.full
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=CELEX%3A31999L0045%20
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/health/357985.stm
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/tobacco-companies-engineer-high-addiction-cigarettes-with-additives/
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200001/ldjudgmt/jd001207/tobacc-1.htm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/252593.stm
https://www.nytimes.com/1999/02/11/us/51-million-verdict-awarded-to-smoker-is-biggest-of-its-kind.html
https://www.nytimes.com/1999/02/11/us/51-million-verdict-awarded-to-smoker-is-biggest-of-its-kind.html
https://www.nytimes.com/1999/07/08/us/tobacco-industry-loses-first-phase-of-broad-lawsuit.html

2000

UK Regulation: The UK government
which aims to ban all forms of tobacco
advertising throughout the UK.

(bupropion), the first non-nicotine stop

smoking aid to receive a licence.
9 Adult smoking rate for

. . . Great Britain (16+)
EU Regulation: Acting on the recommendation of the Advocate General, the

European Court of Justice

The Court states that only tobacco advertising that
crosses national boundaries, such as TV, radio and Internet
advertising should be a legitimate matter for European
legislation.

. . . . - Smoking prevalence
Publications:  Publication of the House of Commons Health Committee Omo,;ggcﬁ,-,o\,/,enfor

concluding that almost every England (11-15)
area of tobacco the industry is under-regulated or poorly
regulated. It «calls for the establishment of a Tobacco
Regulation Authority. MPs conclude that their “past records of
denial and obfuscation [by the tobacco industry] militate
against any claims they may make towards scientific
objectivity.”

Documents released by the World Health Organization reveal
that the

who systematically undermined the organisation’'s campaigns
on tobacco control.

The Royal College of Physicians publishes a
which ranks cigarettes on a par with heroin for their
addictiveness and calls for greater regulation of tobacco.

Tobacco Industry: ASH and a group of investigative journalists release
documents which suggest that BAT has been involved in
tobacco smuggling as part of a global effort to recruit new
smokers. The expose s in the
Guardian newspaper.

As part of its response to the Health select Committee's
inquiry into the tobacco industry,

into the allegations that BAT s
involved in tobacco smuggling.

against Philip Morris and
RJ Reynolds in the US courts. The action is designed to
recover excise duties which the EU alleges were |ost as a
result of ndustry involvement in tobacco smuggling.
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https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200001/cmbills/006/2001006.htm
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200001/cmbills/006/2001006.htm
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/new-anti-smoking-drug-available-on-the-nhs/
https://curia.europa.eu/en/actu/communiques/cp00/aff/cp0072en.htm
https://curia.europa.eu/en/actu/communiques/cp00/aff/cp0072en.htm
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm199900/cmselect/cmhealth/27/2702.htm
https://www.who.int/tobacco/publications/industry/who_inquiry/en/
https://shop.rcplondon.ac.uk/products/nicotine-addiction-in-britain?variant=6633984645
https://shop.rcplondon.ac.uk/products/nicotine-addiction-in-britain?variant=6633984645
https://www.theguardian.com/bat/0,,191282,00.html
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2000/oct/30/drugsandalcohol.bat
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2000/oct/30/drugsandalcohol.bat
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2000/nov/07/smoking.eu
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2000/nov/07/smoking.eu

2001

UK Regulation:

EU Regulation:

Publications:

Key stats:

Campaigns:

Tobacco Industry:

The Department of Health announces that
are to be made more widely available,
both by prescription and on general sale.

Following the failure of the government to include a bill to ban
tobacco advertising in the Queen’s Speech after the Juns
general election, the Liberal Democrat peer, Tim Clement
Jones, in the House of Lords.

requiring bigger, bolder health warnings on
tobacco packaging becomes law. Measures to be phased in
from 30 September 2002 include increasing the size of health
warnings to cover 30% and 40% of the main pack faces; a
reduction in maximum t ary ields f rom 12% t o1 0%, w ith
maximum yields imposed for nicotine and carbon monoxide;
removal of misleading descriptors such as “light” and “mild”;
and a requirement by tobacco companies to disclose
ingredients and additives by brand.

A new European Union directive that would place some
restrictions on tobacco advertising is published. Under the
proposals all press and radio advertising for tobacco would be
banned, as would tobacco sponsorship of sport for events
which take place in more than one EU country.

in Glasgow shows that non-smoking
workers exposed to passive smoking at work suffer up to 10%
reduced lung function.

A major survey of the lifestyles of 11-16 year olds across Europe
of the league

table for the use of illicit drugs, alcohol and tobacco. In the UK,

20% of teenagers said they were regular smokers by age 13.

to the regulations governing
smoking cessation aids, noting that it is far easier for people to
have access to, and to continue using tobacco than it is to get
aids to help them quit. Certain groups in particular such as
pregnant women, young people under the age of 18, and
people with existing heart problems are discouraged from
using nicotine replacement therapy.

New evidence of in
smuggling is published by a consortium of investigative
journalists. The report covers the activities of BAT, Philip Morris,
RJ Reynolds and others, and gives insight into the Racketeer
Influenced and Corrupt Organizations Act (RICO) action filed
against the companies.
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https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/nrt-on-prescription-in-more-shops-great-news-for-smokers-on-no-smoking-day/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/nrt-on-prescription-in-more-shops-great-news-for-smokers-on-no-smoking-day/
https://api.parliament.uk/historic-hansard/lords/2001/nov/02/tobacco-advertising-and-promotion-bill-hl
https://ec.europa.eu/health/sites/health/files/tobacco/docs/dir200137ec_tobaccoproducts_en.pdf
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/passive-smoking-at-work-damages-lung-function-government-must-stop-dithering-on-worker-protection/
https://s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/files.alcoholchange.org.uk/documents/AERC_FinalReport_0011.pdf?mtime=20181111091528
https://www.hri.global/files/2011/07/13/McNeill_-_Critique_of_Nicotine_Replacement_Therapies_Regulation.pdf
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/tobacco-companies-cigarette-smuggling-organised-crime/

2002

UK Regulation:

EU Regulation:

Publications:

The , which began as a Private
Member's bill in the House of Lords, is passed by parliament. In
order to comply with the EU tobacco advertising directive, the
date for the phasing out of tobacco sponsorship of Formula
One motor racing is brought forward from Oct 2006 to July
2005.

is adopted. It is
limited in scope, covering only trans-border advertising and
sponsorship. However, it allows for Member States to adopt
stronger measures.

The BMA publishes a report

It states that voluntary measures are not
adequate to protect people from the effects of second-hand
smoke.

A carried out by ASH, the No Smoking Day charity and
Cancer Research UK reveals that smokers are not only
disillusioned with smoking but also highly over-optimistic
about whether they are likely to quit, and how long it will take.

The International Agency for Research on Cancer (a division of

the World Health Organization) publishes a confirming
that passive smoking is a cause of lung cancer in non-smokers.
Canadian research reveals that showing the

effects of smoking are effective in putting people off
smoking. Since the introduction of images on cigarette packs
sold in Canada, 44% of smokers said the pictures had
increased their motivation to quit.

Tobacco Industry: A New York judge by the European

Union alleging US tobacco giants Philip Morris and R.J.
Reynolds sponsored cigarette smuggling in Europe.

An Australian court in a lung cancer
case after the lawyers for the victim showed that BAT
destroyed documents that could have had a bearing on
the outcome of the case. BAT
To coincide with this, ASH
, highlighting areas not covered
by BAT's own report such as the scale of death arising from
the sales of its products.

Cancer Research UK launches draft code of practice urging
universities and research bodies to reject tobacco industry
funding. The charity says that it will not fund research at
institutions receiving money from the tobacco industry.
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https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/tobacco-ad-ban-a-near-certainty-this-year-as-government-backs-lords-bill/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/MEMO_01_205
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1124575/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC1124575/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/smokers-disillusioned-with-smoking-and-over-optimistic-about-quitting-new-survey-published-in-bmj/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC188396/%23ref1
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/disease-prevention/tobacco/world-no-tobacco-day/2009-tobacco-health-warnings/health-warnings-on-packages-do-work
https://www.globalpolicy.org/component/content/article/221/46793.html
https://www.tobaccocontrollaws.org/litigation/decisions/au-20021206-british-american-tobacco-austr
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/bats-social-report-an-exercise-in-artful-pr-ashs-critique-reveals-flaws-in-bats-approach-to-corporate-social-responsibility/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/bats-social-report-an-exercise-in-artful-pr-ashs-critique-reveals-flaws-in-bats-approach-to-corporate-social-responsibility/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/bat-social-responsibility-report-like-the-mafia-at-church-says-ash/

2003

UK Regulation:

EU Regulation:

Publications:

International:

The first phase of the is
implemented. This ends tobacco advertising on billboards
and in the print media, and bans direct mail, internet
advertising and new promotions.

start to appear on cigarette packs
as required by the EU tobacco product directive. The stark
messages include: “Smoking clogs the arteries and causes
heart attacks and strokes” and the first warning about
addiction: “Smoking is highly addictive, don't start.”

The Chief Medical Officer, Sir Liam Donaldson, issues a
challenge to the UK government to

In his Annual Report, Sir Liam said such action would
“put this country at the forefront of international best practice
in tobacco control”.

A ban on smoking in is
introduced in New York City. A poll shows the law is supported
by 70% of voters.

The World Health Organisation’s Framework Convention on
Tobacco Control is by the 171 member states of the
World Health Assembly. The agreed final text covers taxation,
smoking prevention and treatment, smuggling, advertising
and product regulation. In order to become a binding
agreement, it requires ratification by a minimum of 40
countries.

Tobacco Industry: Imperial Tobacco signs a

in an attempt to drive down illegal
smuggling of cigarettes. The move follows the suspension of
seven employees in connection with an investigation
into , Imperial's
German subsidiary.

The first British t obacco | itigation caseto reach the courts
begins in Edinburgh. , a former 60-a-day smoker
died in 1993, aged 49. Shortly before his death he launched a
civil action against Imperial Tobacco which his wife
subsequently pursued on his behalf. Giving evidence to the
court, Imperial Tobacco’'s Chief Executive denied
the links between smoking and lung cancer.

A website listing controversial documents that were supplied
to a government inquiry into the tobacco industry is
launched to the public. The site -

- includes briefings, brainstorming session notes and outline
advertising campaigns for tobacco companies. The
documents reveal the tactics used to lure young people
and manipulate adult smokers.
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http://www.tobaccopapers.com
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2003/258/made/data.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/highlights/en/710.html
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/chief-medical-officer-recommends-banning-smoking-in-public-places-ash-calls-on-government-to-act-now/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/chief-medical-officer-recommends-banning-smoking-in-public-places-ash-calls-on-government-to-act-now/
https://www.nytimes.com/2003/03/27/nyregion/new-york-state-adopts-strict-ban-on-workplace-smoking.html
https://www.who.int/news-room/detail/01-03-2003-agreement-reached-on-global-framework-convention-on-tobacco-control
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-archive/committee-of-public-accounts/pac100103-pn3/
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-archive/committee-of-public-accounts/pac100103-pn3/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/business/news/imperial-tobacco-suspends-seven-over-allegations-of-smuggling-95458.html
https://www.gazettelive.co.uk/news/local-news/widow-takes-on-tobacco-giant-3841158
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/imperial-tobaccos-behaviour-despicable-say-ash/

2004

UK Regulation:

Publications:

Campaigns:

International:

The tobacco advertising point of sale regulations are

and enter into force on 21 December. The only permitted
brand advertising is now one single A5 sized ad or ad with
equivalent overall dimensions. One third of the surface area
must include a health warning.

The announces that Scotland will
introduce a total ban on smoking in workplaces and public
places.

The Government publishes a public health
White Paper which proposes a ban on smoking in the majority
of workplaces and public places but stops short of a total ban.

The BMJ publishes the latest results of the famous

that has tracked the smoking habits and mortality rates of
almost 35,000 British male doctors from 1951 to 2001. The 50t
anniversary study shows that the risks for persistent
cigarette smoking are even higher than previously estimated:
about half to two thirds of all persistent smokers will eventually
be Killed by their habit.

The British Heart Foundation’'s hard-hitting anti-smoking

showing fat cozing out of a smoker's artery is hailed as
a success. One month after the campaign launch, the BHF
report that 10,000 people had contacted the NHS smoking
helpline and 62,000 had visited the website in response to the
advertisements.

Ireland to ban smoking in
workplaces and public places. Despite dire predictions of
failure by sections of the hospitality trade, the ban is widely
accepted, and compliance reaches 97%.

Tobacco Industry: Philip Morris International to the

European Union in a landmark deal to avoid lawsuits over
allegations that it colluded in the smuggling of cigarettes into
the EU. The company continues to deny any involvement in
the illegal trade in cigarettes.

The US Government's civil racketeering case against the
tobacco industry, originally filed wunder the Clinton
Administration, . The government
is seeking $280 billion from the “ill-gotten gains” it says
the industry earned by selling to people who became
addicted before the age of 21.
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https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/humiliating-defeat-for-tobacco-industry-high-court-rules-that-ad-restrictions-at-point-of-sale-are-lawful/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/scottish-executive-announcement-on-smokefree-public-places/
https://www.nhsconfed.org/~/media/Confederation/Files/Publications/Documents/The%20Public%20Health%20white%20paper.pdf
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/no-health-gain-for-smokers-over-50-years/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/no-health-gain-for-smokers-over-50-years/
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2004/feb/03/tobaccoadvertising.advertising
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/irish-visit-convinces-all-party-group-on-need-for-smoke-free-law/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/smokefree-law-unlikely-to-hurt-businesses-in-new-zealand/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/smokefree-law-unlikely-to-hurt-businesses-in-new-zealand/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/marlboro-man-does-billion-dollar-deal-on-smuggling-with-europe-ash-demands-to-know-why-uk-is-not-included/
https://money.cnn.com/magazines/fortune/fortune_archive/2004/11/29/8192704/index.htm

2005

UK Regulation:

Publications:

Key stats:

International:

The Government which sets
out proposals for making all premises which are open to
the public, including workplaces smokefree. Despite
widespread support for a comprehensive smoking ban, the
Bill proposes that exemptions be made for private members’
clubs and for pubs that do not serve food, however these
exemptions were later removed. The measures will apply
to England only as responsibility for health policy is
devolved in Wales, Northern Ireland and Scotland.

The final part of the Tobacco Advertising and Promotion Act
2002, banning tobacco sponsorship of global sports such
as Formula One motor racing, . An EU
Directive banning cross-border tobacco advertising and
sponsorship

The Scottish Parliament

which will ban smoking
in all workplaces and public places. The law is due to
come into force on 26 March 2006.

The Northern Ireland Minister that smoking will be
banned in every workplace by April 2007.

The British Medical Journal publishes to show
the estimated number of deaths caused by secondhand
smoke in the UK According to Professor Konrad

Jamrozik, passive smoking is responsible for an estimated 617
deaths per year in the workplace, including 54 deaths a
year among people employed in the hospitality industry.
Approximately 10,000 people die each year from passive
smoke exposure in the home.

A commissioned by Cancer Research UK
and Action on Smoking and Health (ASH) f inds t hat
6 7% of respondents across the UK believed that all pubs
and bars should be smokefree by law.

The first global health treaty — the Framework Convention on
Tobacco Control — after
being ratified by 40 countries. The treaty requires countries to
commit to implementing a range of measures such as a ban
on tobacco advertising, measures to protect people from
secondhand smoke, tax rises, and large clear health warnings
on all tobacco products.

Tobacco Industry: A into tobacco

smuggling accuses the tobacco companies of not doing
enough to tackle smuggling which costs the UK taxpayer £3
billion a year in lost taxes.
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https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmbills/069/2006069.pdf
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/4732047.stm
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_05_1013
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/24981.aspx
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/24981.aspx
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/great-news-for-northern-ireland-as-smoking-stubbed-out-in-all-workplaces-now-for-england/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/major-new-study-shows-secondhand-smoke-leading-workplace-killer/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/major-new-poll-shows-public-support-across-uk-for-comprehensive-smokefree-law/
https://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/releases/2004/pr89/en/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/1521918/Cigarette-smuggling-is-costing-the-taxpayer-almost-3bn.html

2006

UK Regulation:

EU Regulation:

Publications:

Campaigns:

International:

Report Stage and in the House
of Commons. An amendment to make all workplaces and
enclosed public places smokefree is passed by 384 votes in
favour and 184 votes against. The exemption of pubs that do
not serve food and private members' clubs from smokefree
legislation is removed.

Scotland to
implement smokefree legislation. Smoking is now banned in
virtually all workplaces and enclosed public places including
pubs and clubs.

Health Bill receives Royal Assent and becomes

The Government launches a consultation on proposals to
include picture warnings on tobacco products.

The Government issues proposals to
for the purchase of tobacco from 16 to 18.

The of the European Court of Justice issues
an Opinion arguing that the German government challenge to
the EU Directive banning tobacco advertising is without
foundation.

ASH issues - a new stop smoking drug
launched in the UK under the brand name Champix. This is
intended as an interim measure to help health professionals
until the official guidance by NICE is produced.

ASH joins health and fire-safety groups in the start of a new
campaign for Reduced Ignition Propensity (“fire-safer”)
cigarettes. is working towards the adoption
by the European Commission of standards that would require
all cigarettes sold in Europe to be self-extinguishing, in order
to reduce deaths and injuries from fires.

The first Conference of the Parties (nations) of the Framework
Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) is . The
treaty has now been ratified by 40 countries, bringing it into
force and committing over 140 countries signatories to its full
implementation.

New York's Mayor, Michael Bloomberg, that he is
to give US$125 million to worldwide tobacco control
programmes.
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https://www.parliament.uk/documents/lords-library/hllhealthbill.pdf
https://www.politics.co.uk/reference/smoking-ban
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/28/pdfs/ukpgaen_20060028_en.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/28/pdfs/ukpgaen_20060028_en.pdf
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/ash-tells-government-raising-legal-age-for-buying-tobacco-is-not-enough/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/advocate-general-dismisses-german-challenge-to-tobacco-ad-ban-now-there-is-no-excuse-for-law-not-to-be-fully-implemented-across-europe/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/ash-news-release-05122006-varenicline-guidance-for-health-professionals/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/rip-coalition-calls-for-new-cigarette-standard-to-cut-fires/
https://www.who.int/fctc/cop/sessions/first_session_cop/en/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/bloomberg-donates-125-million-to-worldwide-tobacco-control-ash-calls-on-uk-government-to-spell-out-its-financial-commitment-to-tobacco-treaty-implementation/

2007

UK Regulation:

Publications:

Key stats:

International:

England goes . Early results show that within the
first two weeks of the smokefree law, compliance rates reach
97%.

The from 16

to 18 comes into effect. Adult smoking rate for

The government announces that it will be compulsory for
cigarette manufacturers to include on the
packs of cigarettes. Implementation to be phased in from
October 2008.

The Chancellor announces that the

will be reduced to the lowest level (5% instead of 17.5%) from 1
July to coincide with the implementation of the indoor
smoking ban.

in Wales (2" April) and
in Northern Ireland (30t April).

(Champix) as
a stop-smoking aid.

The Department of Health that 98% of businesses
in England inspected between July Ist and the end of
September, were found to be compliant with the new
smokefree law, and 84% were displaying the correct signage.

A shows that 25% of adults in England say they will visit
pubs more often once the smoking ban comes into effect.

The states that by the year 2030,
80% of the predicted 8.3 million tobacco deaths each year will
be in developing countries. By 2015 tobacco deaths will be 50%
higher than HIV deaths and will account for 10% of total deaths
worldwide.

The US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention announces
that the decades-long decline in smoking by Americans has
stalled for the past 3 years. It is the first time smoking rates
have leveled off in 40 years. It coincides with a reduction in
state spending since 2000 on helping smokers quit and
discouraging children taking up smoking.

US film producer announces that it will no longer
permit smoking scenes in family-oriented films and that it will
discourage smoking in films distributed by affiliated
companies. After just six weeks of being smokefree, the

and
reintroduces smoking rooms.
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https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/england-goes-smokefree-today-a-victory-for-public-health/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/ash-welcomes-law-change-for-sale-of-tobacco-but-enforcement-will-be-the-key-to-its-success/
https://tobaccolabels.ca/countries/united-kingdom/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/ash-budget-reaction-tax-reduction-on-stop-smoking-products-will-increase-quitting-prospects/
https://www.politics.co.uk/reference/smoking-ban
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/TA123
http://www.smokefreeengland.co.uk/files/dhs01_01-one-year-on-report-final.pdf
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/new-survey-shows-1-in-4-will-visit-pubs-more-often-after-smokefree-legislation/
https://www.who.int/gho/publications/world_health_statistics/whostat2007_10highlights.pdf
https://www.ft.com/content/ae1674e6-3ad1-11dc-8f9e-0000779fd2ac
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/eu-parliaments-backtracking-on-smoking-ban-undermines-smokefree-directive-proposals/

2008

UK Regulation:

EU Regulation:

Key stats:

Publications:

International:

Tobacco Industry:

The smoking ban is

The European Commission that, in order to
reduce the risk of fires, all cigarettes sold in the EU will have to
be self-extinguishing by 2011.

The latest shows that
smoking rates among British adults declined by 2% overall
between 2005 and 2006 from 24% to 22%. Among routine
and manual groups smoking prevalence also fell by 2% from
31% in 2005 to 29% in 2006.

According to market analysts Nielson, cigarette sales in
England dropped by 6.3% following the smoking ban in July
2007.

A WHO report - - estimates that
unless governments act now tobacco could cause one billion
deaths by 2030.

The National Institute of Health and Clinical Excellence

(NICE), the official health advisory body in England,
its guidance on stop smoking therapies for

specific groups including pregnant women and children.

ASH launches , @ report to mark the
10t anniversary of the Government's White Paper ‘Smoking
Kills', which makes recommendations on tobacco policy for
the next decade.

Third Conference of the Parties of the FCTC on
tobacco advertising, packaging, labelling and measures to
prevent tobacco industry interference in health policies.

France 1 out of 16
German states ban smoking in public places.

Turkey's parliament on smoking in
public places.

The Nigerian government announces a multi-billion dollar

The government is
seeking more than $44 billion (USD) in compensation for the
costs of treating smoking-related diseases.

by the Office of Fair
Trading involving British tobacco companies and
supermarkets, Gallaher and five retailers agree to pay penalties
amounting to nearly £200 million. The investigation against
Imperial Tobacco, the Co-operative group, Morrisons, Safeway,
Shell and Tesco continues.
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http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/7481209.stm
https://euobserver.com/economic/26584
http://data.parliament.uk/DepositedPapers/Files/DEP2008-3140/DEP2008-3140.pdf
https://www.who.int/tobacco/mpower/mpower_report_full_2008.pdf
https://www.guidelinesinpractice.co.uk/smoking-cessation/nice-reinforces-its-guidance-on-helping-smokers-to-quit/302404.article
http://www.act.org.br/uploads/arquivo/151_ASH-691.pdf
https://apps.who.int/gb/fctc/pdf/cop3/fctc_cop3_rec1-en.pdf
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-germany-france-smoking/pub-smoking-ban-reaches-germany-and-france-idUKL3136988420071231
https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-turkey-smoking-ban/turkey-bans-cigarettes-in-bars-idUKL034289820080103
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/africa/7186719.stm
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/oft-investigation-yet-again-british-tobacco-companies-show-contempt-for-their-customers/

2009

UK Regulation:

EU Regulation:

Publications:

Key stats:

Tobacco Industry:

Health Act 2009 receives Royal Assent. From April 2012 large
shops in England, Wales and Northern Ireland will
be from displaying tobacco products and
cigarette sales from vending machines will be prohibited.
Small shops have until 2015 to comply with the display ban.

Above inflation tax increases on tobacco are announced in the
Annual Budget.

MSPs in Scotland of new tobacco control
measures to restrict sales of tobacco products to young
people. The measures include banning cigarette vending
machines and point of sale displays of tobacco products.

The European Commission adopts a proposal for a
Council Recommendation calling on all Member States to

to protect their citizens from exposure to tobacco
smoke by 2012

EU Member States
sold in the bloc, starting in 2014, in a bid to
protect public health and boost government revenue.

ASH release a showing that ifa protocol on tobacco
smuggling were to be adopted it could reduce smuggling in
the UK by up to 80%.

ASH publishes showing that young people are being
misled by the colours and branding on cigarette packs. This
supports the case for plain packaging.

Figures from the Office for National Statistics' General
Household Survey 2007 show the lowest ever number of
smokers and a record 59% of the population have never taken
up smoking.

According to data from the TREND Tobacco Index which is
based on actual audits of retail sales among a panel of
locations worldwide, global tobacco sales fell by 19.3%
compared with the same quarter in 2008.

Tobacco manufacturer Reynolds American acquires
, @ Swedish company that makes products
that help smokers quit.
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/213757/dh_124960.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2009/feb/26/scotland-cigarette-ban-vending-machines
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_09_1060
https://smokefreepartnership.eu/images/Spotlight/Spotlight_4.pdf
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/uk-could-benefit-by-up-to-5-7bn-through-international-tobacco-smuggling-agreement/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/cigarette-pack-design-gives-misleading-smoke-signals/
https://abcnews.go.com/Business/buying-cigarettes-quit-smoking-aids-company/story?id=9057261

2010

UK Regulation: The Chancellor raises by 1% above inflation
(15p on 20 cigarettes) and makes a commitment to increase
duty by 2% above inflation from 2011 to 2014.

Adult smoking rate for

The government launches a new Public Health White Paper Great Britain (16+)

and commits to consulting on plain packaging of tobacco
products.

Publications: The Department of Health publishes
This
includes a commitment to reviewing the case for standardised
(plain) packaging of tobacco products.

ASH launches
The report shows how the Smoking prevalence
tobacco industry used front groups to shape UK and EU policy. among children for
England (11-15)
the Policy Exchange, argues
for a 5% rise in tobacco duty, noting that taxes on smoking
raise £10 billion a year but the cost to the economy is £13.74
billion.

According the NHS Information Centre, record numbers of
people in England

Percentage of
women smoking at

Key stats: A study measuring the health impact of the smokefree ‘time of delivery’in
legislation in England that there were 1200 England
fewer emergency admissions to hospital for heart attack (a
drop of 2.4%) in the 12 months following the 2007 law.

The Scottish Household Survey that 24.3% of adults said
they smoked in 2009, compared with 30.7% in 1999. Using
population figures from the General Register Office for
Scotland this equates to 227,107 people who stopped smoking
over the past decade.

A YouGov poll commissioned by the Faculty of Public
Health banning smoking
in cars carrying children.

A study shows children’s exposure to secondhand smoke
in England
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https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/tobacco-tax-rise-a-step-in-the-right-direction/
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20100604134009/http:/www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_111749
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20100604134009/http:/www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_111749
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/the-smoke-filled-room-how-big-tobacco-influences-health-policy-in-the-uk/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/the-smoke-filled-room-how-big-tobacco-influences-health-policy-in-the-uk/
https://www.policyexchange.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/cough-up-march-10.pdf
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/1000-people-a-day-quit-smoking-with-nhs/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/1000-people-a-day-quit-smoking-with-nhs/
https://www.nhs.uk/news/heart-and-lungs/heart-attacks-fall-after-smoking-ban/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scotlands-people-annual-report-results-2009-scottish-household-survey/pages/11/
https://www.theguardian.com/lifeandstyle/2010/aug/18/smoking-ban-cars-carrying-children
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1360-0443.2009.02805.x

2011

UK Regulation:

Key stats:

Campaigns:

International:

Tobacco Industry:

The Coalition Government announces a

which sets out national ambitions to reduce smoking
rates among all adults to 18.5% or less by the end of 2015, with
other specific targets for pregnant women and 15-year-olds.
The plan also commits to removing the display of tobacco
products from shops and to holding a public consultation or
plain packaging.

The Chancellor in
the budget. The tobacco tax structure is also modified in order to
narrow the gap between the highest and lowest priced
brands of cigarettes.

Alex Cunningham, a Labour MP, tables a
under the Ten Minute Rule which calls for a ban
on adults smoking in cars where children are present.

According to the Office for National Statistics'

almost twice as many working-class people smoke in
England — 29% compared to 15% of those in managerial or
professional groups.

On World No Tobacco Day ASH receives

in recognition of its role in
helping to mobilise civil society engagement in development
of the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control.

Cancer Research UK calls for the EU to adopt standardised
(plain) packaging with graphic pictorial health warnings on all
tobacco products in a briefing presented in Brussels. The
briefing - titled "Spotlight on the FCTC" - argues that tobacco
packaging should be used by governments to communicate
the dangers of tobacco use rather than being used as a
marketing tool by the tobacco industry.

Australia  will become the

following a Senate vote.
The new packaging laws are now due to come into effect in
December 2012, six months later than the original time frame.
The legislation bans the use of company logos and requires all
cigarette packets to be a dark green colour.

The world's four biggest cigarette companies: Philip Morris,
BAT, Imperial Tobacco and Japan Tobacco Inc. their
legal challenge to the ban on the display of tobacco
products in shops in England.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-tobacco-control-plan-for-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-tobacco-control-plan-for-england
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/budget-2011-tax-restructuring-will-be-good-for-health/
https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2010-12/smokinginprivatevehicles.html
https://services.parliament.uk/Bills/2010-12/smokinginprivatevehicles.html
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/personalandhouseholdfinances/incomeandwealth/compendium/generallifestylesurvey/2013-03-07/chapter1smokinggenerallifestylesurveyoverviewareportonthe2011generallifestylesurvey
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/personalandhouseholdfinances/incomeandwealth/compendium/generallifestylesurvey/2013-03-07/chapter1smokinggenerallifestylesurveyoverviewareportonthe2011generallifestylesurvey
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/ash-awarded-who-medal-at-charitys-40th-anniversary-event/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/ash-awarded-who-medal-at-charitys-40th-anniversary-event/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/australasia/australias-cigarette-war-over-shocking-pack-rules-2264966.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/australasia/australias-cigarette-war-over-shocking-pack-rules-2264966.html
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/tobacco-manufacturers-christmas-present-for-public-health-legal-challenge-on-point-of-sale-is-dropped/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/tobacco-manufacturers-christmas-present-for-public-health-legal-challenge-on-point-of-sale-is-dropped/

2012

UK Regulation: The receives royal assent,
introducing legal duties to reduce health inequalities for
councils and NHS organisations. From April 2013 local
authorities will be responsible for delivering public health

services, including smoking cessation services.
Adult smoking rate for

. Great Britain (16+
Regulations e

under the Health Act 2009 come into force. A large store is a
store with a floor area exceeding 280 square meters and is
based on the definition in the Sunday Trading Act 1994. Small
shops have until April 2015 to comply with the legislation.

EU Regulation: The EU Commission publishes a
One of the proposals is to increase the size Smoking prevalence
of health warnings to 75% for both the frontand back of among children for
cigarette packets and to make picture warnings mandatory England (11-15)
throughout the EU.

The Chancellor
following a pledge made in the Government’'s Tobacco Control
Plan to make tobacco less affordable.

Key stats: shows that there Percentage of
was a further fall in tobacco smuggling in the UK during "‘t’l‘in”'eegfsd”e’/‘l’\fe”:gl‘ff
2010/11. An estimated 9% of cigarettes consumed were illicit Eng,ondy
compared to 11% in 2009/10.

Campaigns: ASH organises a seminar on smoking and pregnancy in
conjunction with charities and other organisations. This leads
to the formation of the

designed to integrate efforts to reduce smoking in
pregnancy.

The Department of Health

for the month of
October. Smokers attempting to quit are supported by TV and radio
advertising, daily messaging service and roadshows.

International: A protocol to of tobacco
smuggling and illicit trade was adopted at the 5" Conference of
the Parties of the Framework Convention on Tobacco
Control.

Australia becomes the to require
tobacco products to be sold in plain, standardised packaging,
following a High Court decision rejecting a legal challenge by
the tobacco industry.
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2012/7/contents/enacted
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/ash-media-advisory-note-on-the-tobacco-display-ban-implementation-date-6-april-2012/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/ash-welcomes-eu-plans-for-larger-health-warnings/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/ash-welcomes-eu-plans-for-larger-health-warnings/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/rise-in-tobacco-tax-good-for-health-good-for-the-economy/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/tobacco-industry-myths-shattered-as-smuggling-rates-fall-again/
https://smokefreeaction.org.uk/smokefree-nhs/smoking-in-pregnancy-challenge-group/
https://smokefreeaction.org.uk/smokefree-nhs/smoking-in-pregnancy-challenge-group/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-19506327
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-19506327
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/historic-day-as-international-protocol-to-halt-tobacco-smuggling-adopted/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/historic-day-as-international-protocol-to-halt-tobacco-smuggling-adopted/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/australia-first-country-in-the-world-to-implement-plain-standardised-packaging-for-tobacco-products/

2013

UK Regulation:

EU Regulation:

Publications:

Key stats:

The Scottish Government
which includes a target to reduce adult smoking
prevalence to 5% by 2034.

Public Health England is
to protect and improve the
nation's health and wellbeing and reduce health inequalities.

The MHRA
Once licensed, e-cigarettes will be available for sale
as over-the-counter medicines.

The Health Secretary
until evidence on the
impact of the measure in Australia has been assessed.

The Government announces that it will

which will give
the Secretary of State the power to introduce standardised
packaging through regulations.

The EU Parliament Environment and Public Health (ENVI)
committee

to cover 75% of cigarette pack
surfaces along with other measures such as a ban on
flavourings and slim cigarettes.

Members of the European Parliament
on a revised European Union Tobacco Products Directive (EU
TPD).

NICE issues This
supports the use of licensed nicotine containing products to
help smokers not currently able to quit to cut down and as a
substitute for smoking.

Researchers from Imperial College London, ASH and CRUK
estimate that

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Health, Jane
Ellison, announces that paediatrician Sir Cyril Chantler wiill
carry out an of the public health evidence
on standardised packaging of tobacco products.

Tobacco Industry: British American Tobacco becomes the first tobacco company

to in the UK under the
brand name ‘Vype'.
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Smoking prevalence
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-politics-21954909
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-scotland-politics-21954909
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/public-health-england/about
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/public-health-england/about
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/ash-welcomes-mhras-decision-to-license-e-cigarettes/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/ash-welcomes-mhras-decision-to-license-e-cigarettes/
https://theconversation.com/industry-trumps-evidence-in-tobacco-packaging-u-turn-16069
https://theconversation.com/industry-trumps-evidence-in-tobacco-packaging-u-turn-16069
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/major-win-for-public-health-as-government-goes-ahead-with-standard-packs-legislation/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/major-win-for-public-health-as-government-goes-ahead-with-standard-packs-legislation/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/eu-parliament-committee-votes-for-large-tobacco-health-warnings-a-very-positive-development-says-ash/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/eu-parliament-committee-votes-for-large-tobacco-health-warnings-a-very-positive-development-says-ash/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/eu-tobacco-products-directive-agreement-reached/
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/PH45
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2518520/600-children-smoking-day-UK-study-says.html
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/uk-news/cigarettes-could-sold-plain-packaging-6350488
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/british-american-tobacco-enters-electronic-cigarette-market-in-britain-with-the-vype-8737286.html

2014

UK Regulation: MPs to
ban smoking in cars carrying children in a free vote.

The is granted Royal
Assent. The Act is the primary legislation making it an
offence for an adult to buy cigarettes for anyone under 18 )

(proxy purchasing) and giving the Government powers to Adgr/;;”gﬁg%rg;i)for
introduce regulations requiring standardised packaging
for tobacco products, making it an offence to smoke in a
private vehicle carrying children and making it an
o ffence to sell e-cigarettes to children under18.

Tobacco tax is in this
year's budget and Chancellor George Osborne '
makes a commitment to sustain the increase each year until ~ SMoking prevalence

. among children for
the end of the next parliament. England (11-15)

Regulations to make it illegal to smoke in cars carrying
children in England are tabled.

EU Regulation: The European Parliament the revised
Tobacco Products Directive.

Publications: Sir Cyril Chantler review
into standardised  packaging, concluding that if Woif;egéaoi‘fno’cm
standardised packaging were introduced, it would have a 1timeofde,ive,5,n
positive impact on public health. England

by a team led by Prof Robert West at
UCL has found that smokers attempting to quit
without professional help are approximately 60% more
likely to succeed if they use electronic cigarettes rather than
willpower alone or over-the-counter nicotine replacement
therapies such as patches or gum.

Key stats: The Health and Social Care Information Centre releases
statistics on The
report finds that the number of people attending Stop
Smoking  Services has reduced for the second
consecutive year, but that quit rates have remained the same.

Figures released by Public Health England reveal the
potential benefits that standardised packaging of tobacco
products could bring, not only for health, but in savings of
around £500 million for local communities.

finds that English local

authorities spend £600m every year on social care for people
with health problems caused by smoking.
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https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/victory-for-child-health-as-commons-approves-standard-packs-law-end-of-smoking-in-cars-with-children/
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/6/contents/enacted
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/budget-response-government-commitment-to-annual-tobacco-tax-rise-welcomed-though-it-falls-short-of-optimum-increase/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20140221IPR36632/tobacco-directive-parliament-approves-plans-to-deter-young-people-from-smoking
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/health/10035-TSO-2901853-Chantler-Review-ACCESSIBLE.PDF
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/add.12623
https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/publications/statistical/statistics-on-nhs-stop-smoking-services-in-england/statistics-on-nhs-stop-smoking-services-england-april-2013-to-march-2014
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/smoking-costs-councils-600m-a-year-for-social-care/

2015

UK Regulation:

EU Regulation:

Publications:

International:

A vote on
present in England from 1 October is passed by 342 to 74.

Standardised packaging regulations are passed in the

by 367 votes to 113. They are also agreed in
the and the legislation will come into force
from May 20716.

A comes into
force throughout the UK. This completes implementation
of the regulations that were initially brought in for large
shops in 2012.

The Scottish Public Health Minister announces a proposal to
ban the sale of electronic cigarettes to under 18-year-olds.

Chancellor George Osbourne announces
to public health budgets.

The European Commission proposes EU join the Protocol to
Eliminate lllicit Trade in Tobacco Products under the World
Health Organisation's Framework Convention on Tobacco
Control.

Public Health England publishes
on electronic cigarettes concluding that they are
significantly less harmful than smoking.

ASH launches — key recommendations of
the report include a new tobacco control strategy and levy on
the tobacco industry.

US smoking rate standing at 16.4% in 2014.

New research in Australia finds a
since the introduction of plain packaging.

ASH: Key dates in tobacco regulation: 1962 — 2020

Adult smoking rate for
Great Britain (18+)
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https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/regulations-to-prohibit-smoking-in-cars-when-children-are-present-finally-passed-into-law/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/major-victory-for-public-health-mps-vote-to-introduce-standardised-cigarette-packs-on-20th-may-2016/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/major-victory-for-public-health-mps-vote-to-introduce-standardised-cigarette-packs-on-20th-may-2016/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/lords-vote-for-standardised-cigarette-packs/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/tobacco-display-ban-at-the-point-of-sale-in-small-stores-implementation-date-6-april-2015/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/cuts-to-public-health-spending-storing-up-trouble-for-future/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/e-cigarettes-an-evidence-update
https://ash.org.uk/information-and-resources/reports-submissions/reports/smoking-still-kills/
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6444a2.htm
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2015/mar/12/plain-packaging-to-thank-for-australias-decline-in-smoking-says-labor
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2015/mar/12/plain-packaging-to-thank-for-australias-decline-in-smoking-says-labor

2016

UK Regulation: The Chancellor announces plans to consult on the
introduction of a Minimum Excise Tax on cigarettes and to
require the licensing of tobacco manufacturing equipment.

EU Regulation: The European Union Tobacco Products Directive (TPD) and UK
law on standardised packaging on the 20t AUt smoking rate for
May. The TPD places limits on the sale and merchandising of * 5,cq¢ B,,-m;% (18+)
tobacco and tobacco related products in the EU.

Publications: ASH publishes
revealing that smoking accounts for the
single largest difference in life expectancy between people
with mental health conditions and the general population.
Those with mental health conditions die on average 10-20
years earlier. The Mental Health & Smoking Partnership is
formed to take forward the recommendations.

Smoking prevalence

The Royal College of Physicians publishes the report C’”;‘Z,’;?jﬂ’%ﬁ';f°r

concluding that
electronic cigarettes are a safer alternative to smoking and are
beneficial to public health.

A published by the House of Commons Health
Committee on the Impact of the Spending Review on Health

and Social Care recognises that “cuts to public health budgets
set out in the Spending Review threaten to undermine the

necessary upgrade to prevention and public health set out in Percentage of

the Five Year Forward View”. women smoking at
‘time of delivery’in
: . . C England
Key stats: Figures from the Office for National Statistics

show the lowest ever recorded prevalence of
smoking in the UK. The national rate among adults in 2016 was
15.8%, down from 17.2% in 2015, meaning the UK had the
second-lowest rate in Europe.

Figures by NHS Stop Smoking Services show a
further 15% decline in number of smokers seeking help to quit
from the Stop Smoking Services in England. However, the
successful quit rate remained similar to previous years.

Tobacco Industry: The Appeals Court
against the UK law requiring standardised packaging of
cigarettes and hand-rolled tobacco.

ASH: Key dates in tobacco regulation: 1962 — 2020 47


https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/media-advisory-standardised-plain-packaging-starts-20th-may-2016/
https://ash.org.uk/information-and-resources/reports-submissions/reports/the-stolen-years/
https://ash.org.uk/information-and-resources/reports-submissions/reports/the-stolen-years/
https://www.rcplondon.ac.uk/projects/outputs/nicotine-without-smoke-tobacco-harm-reduction
https://www.rcplondon.ac.uk/projects/outputs/nicotine-without-smoke-tobacco-harm-reduction
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/health-committee/inquiries/parliament-2015/impact-comprehensive-spending-review-health-social-care-15-16/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/healthandlifeexpectancies/bulletins/adultsmokinghabitsingreatbritain/2016
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/healthandlifeexpectancies/bulletins/adultsmokinghabitsingreatbritain/2016
https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/publications/statistical/statistics-on-nhs-stop-smoking-services-in-england/statistics-on-nhs-stop-smoking-services-england-april-2015-to-march-2016
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/tobacco-industry-appeal-against-standard-packs-law-rejected/

2017

UK Regulation: The Government releases its new
The Plan sets
out new ambitions including to reduce prevalence among
adults to 12% or less by 2022, to reduce the prevalence of
smoking in pregnancy to 6% or less by 2022 and to make all

mental health inpatient services sites smokefree by 2018. Adult smoking rate for

Great Britain (18+)

The chancellor for
the remainder of the current parliament. This increases duty
rates on all tobacco products by 2% above (RPI) inflation
and on hand rolling tobacco by 3% above (RPI) inflation.

The Percentage of
implementing the EU Tobacco Products Directive, women smoking at
. ‘time of delivery’in
comes into full effect. England

EU Regulation: On May 20" & 21 the
brings standardised packaging and minimum pack size laws
into full effect across the UK.

Publications: The of data on e-cigarettes in the UK finds
no evidence that they are leading young people into smoking.
The study, a collaboration between UK Centre for Tobacco and
Alcohol Studies, Public Health England, ASH, and the
DECIPHer Centre at the University of Cardiff is an analysis of
five large-scale surveys conducted from 2015-2017
encompassing over 60,000 11-16 year-olds.

Evidence by Action on Smoking and Health
and Cancer Research UK shows an increasing number
of local authorities making cuts to stop smoking budgets,
from 16% of local authorities making cuts in 2014, rising to 39%
in 2015 and 59% in 2016.

Key stats: ASH research into the shows
that local authorities in England face a bill of £760m a year,
up from £600m in 2012, to help people with smoking-
related illness stay in their own homes (domiciliary care).
Individuals also face a bill of about £630 million to cover the
cost of their own care.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/towards-a-smoke-free-generation-tobacco-control-plan-for-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/towards-a-smoke-free-generation-tobacco-control-plan-for-england
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/budget-2017-modest-rise-in-tobacco-tax-and-new-minimum-tax-level-welcome-but-not-enough/
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2016/507/contents/made
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/all-tobacco-packs-on-sale-will-be-in-standardised-plain-packs-from-20th-may-2017/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/uks-largest-ever-analysis-of-data-shows-no-evidence-that-e-cigarettes-are-leading-young-people-into-smoking/
https://ash.org.uk/download/feeling-heat-decline-stop-smoking-services-england/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/smoking-costs-local-authorities-760-million-a-year-for-social-care/

2018

UK Regulation: Matt Hancock is appointed Health Secretary in government
reshuffle, taking over from Jeremy Hunt who held the role

from 2012.
EU Regulation: The UK is the 4ch country to r§t|fy the llicit a Adult smoking rate for
global treaty aimed at tackling the illicit tobacco trade, Great Britain (18+)

bringing the Protocol into effect.

Key stats: On World No Tobacco Day (31st May), ASH
showing that smoking costs communities in England £12.6
billion a year. The figures show the additional pressure that
smoking is putting on the NHS and social care services
including annual costs of £25 billion to the NHS, and over £760

million to local authorities from smoking-related social care Percentage of

needs. women smoking at
‘time of delivery’in
England
Publications: A report published by ASH and Cancer Research UK,

finds that budgets for stop smoking services were cut in 50%
of local authorities in 2017, and that a specialist stop smoking
service is now provided by only 61% of local authorities in
England.

PHE publishes a report on e-cigarettes,
which reaffirms
findings that vaping is at least 95% less harmful than smoking.

The RCP publishes a report
, which advocates for the NHS
to play a greater role in the treatment of tobacco dependence.

The House of Commons Science and Technology Select
Committee concluding that e-cigarettes are
being overlooked as a smoking cessation tool and should not
be treated in the same way as conventional cigarettes.

International: The World Trade Organisation (WTQO)

, rejecting a complaint brought by
Cuba, Indonesia, Honduras and the Dominican Republic.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-ratifies-global-treaty-to-tackle-illegal-tobacco-trade
https://ash.org.uk/ash-ready-reckoner/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/cuts-public-health-grant-leads-decline-support-smokers/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/cuts-public-health-grant-leads-decline-support-smokers/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/e-cigarettes-and-heated-tobacco-products-evidence-review
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/e-cigarettes-and-heated-tobacco-products-evidence-review
https://www.rcplondon.ac.uk/projects/outputs/hiding-plain-sight-treating-tobacco-dependency-nhs
https://www.rcplondon.ac.uk/projects/outputs/hiding-plain-sight-treating-tobacco-dependency-nhs
https://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/science-and-technology-committee/inquiries/parliament-2017/e-cigarettes-17-19/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-wto-tobacco-ruling/australia-wins-landmark-wto-ruling-on-plain-tobacco-packaging-idUSKBN1JO2BF
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-wto-tobacco-ruling/australia-wins-landmark-wto-ruling-on-plain-tobacco-packaging-idUSKBN1JO2BF

2019

UK Regulation:

EU Regulation:

Publications:

Tobacco Industry:

ASH: Key dates in tobacco regulation: 1962 — 2020

NHS England publishes the . which
commits to providing NHS funded smoking cessation support to
all patients admitted to hospital, pregnant women and their
partners, and people in mental health inpatient settings in
addition to local authority commissioned services.

The Department of Health and Social Care publishes

Green Paper
consultation, which includes a commitment to make England
smokefree by 2030. The consultation commits to looking at a
‘polluter pays' approach to funding tobacco control alongside
further measures.

Seema Kennedy MP is appointed Public Health Minister in
April 2019. She is replaced by Jo Churchill MP following Boris
Johnson's Government reshuffle.

The EU introduces a new system requiring all
cigarette packs manufactured in, or imported into, the EU
(including the UK) to be marked with unique codes enabling
identification and tracing of any cigarettes which are being
sold illegally.

ASH and CRUK publish
which finds that
Government cuts to public health budgets mean that only 52% of
local authorities offer universal specialist stop smoking
services. 12 years on from England going smokefree, ASH
showing the majority of adults in
England support government activity to limit smoking or think
Government should do more.

The World Bank publishes a report —

— showing that
taxes on tobacco products are effective at reducing smoking
prevalence, increasing government revenue and tackling illicit
trade, contrary to arguments put forward by the tobacco industry.
The report cites the UK as example of best practice.

Industry watchdog STOP (Stopping Tobacco Organizations and
Products) publishes the first ever to track tobacco
industry influence over public health policy. The UK comes top
out of 33 countries but identifies further areas for improvement.

Former Rothmans employee, Simon Neale, b ‘
against BAT after being diagnosed with inoperable lung

cancer. During his 4 years with Rothmans Mr Neale was given
1200 cigarettes per month and became heavily addicted.
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https://www.longtermplan.nhs.uk/publication/nhs-long-term-plan/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/ash-welcomes-government-commitment-to-finish-the-job-and-end-smoking-by-2030/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/eu-introduces-revolutionary-new-tracking-system-for-cigarette-packs-today/
https://ash.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/2019-LA-Survey-Report.pdf
https://ash.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/2019-LA-Survey-Report.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/677451548260528135/pdf/133959-REVISED-2-v1-WBG-Tobacco-IllicitTrade-FINAL-v3-web.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/677451548260528135/pdf/133959-REVISED-2-v1-WBG-Tobacco-IllicitTrade-FINAL-v3-web.pdf
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/12-years-on-from-england-going-smokefree-support-for-the-government-to-do-more-to-tackle-smoking-is-continuing-to-grow/
https://exposetobacco.org/resources/globalindex/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/big-tobacco-faces-new-legal-threat-from-employees-given-free-cigarettes-now-sick-from-smoking/

2020

UK Regulation:

Publications:

Tobacco Industry:

Campaigns:

Jo Churchill is reappointed Public Health Minister with Matt
Hancock reappointed Secretary of State for Health in the post-
election reshuffle.

The Government

, with an additional 4%
increase for hand rolled tobacco for one year. This means an
increase of 27 pence per pack of 20 cigarettes and an extra 67
pence for a 30g pouch of tobacco. The Government also
increases Mminimum excise tax, meaning that the lowest price
for a pack of 20 cigarettes is £8.23.

The Government by £80
million above inflation for 2020/21, equating to a 2.6% real term
increase. This still leaves the grant at 22% lower on a real term
per capita basis than in 2015/16 and says nothing about future
allocations.

Face-to-face stop smoking consultations are
in England as a result of the coronavirus (COVID-19)
pandemic.

ASH and CRUK publish

which finds a third of local authorities (31%) no longer provide a
specialist stop smoking service due to funding cuts,
threatening the Government's target of reaching a smokefree
England by 2030.

The Guardian and Channel 4's Dispatches publish leaked
revealing its

‘normalisation’ strategy and proposals for a £1 billion ‘Tobacco
Transition Fund' that tobacco companies would be able to
influence the spending of, in return for relaxation of
advertising rules on heated tobacco products and e-cigarettes.
Inan led by the APPG on Smoking and
Health the Government reaffirms its commitment to Article 5.3
of the WHO FCTC.

ASH and partners launch a
with the publication of a setting out what the
Government needs to do to deliver on its ambition to make
England smokefree by 2030.

ASH and partners launch the campaign to
encourage smokers to stop smoking to reduce their risk from
coronavirus. shows that smokers are 1.5 times

as likely to progress to the severe stage of COVID-19 as never
smokers.
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https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/ash-welcomes-tax-rises-on-no-smoking-day-but-more-needed-to-achieve-government-ambition-of-a-smokefree-2030/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/ash-welcomes-tax-rises-on-no-smoking-day-but-more-needed-to-achieve-government-ambition-of-a-smokefree-2030/
https://www.health.org.uk/news-and-comment/news/response-to-public-health-grant
https://www.ncsct.co.uk/publication_COVID-19_18.03.20.php
https://www.ncsct.co.uk/publication_COVID-19_18.03.20.php
https://ash.org.uk/information-and-resources/reports-submissions/reports/many-ways-forward/
https://ash.org.uk/information-and-resources/reports-submissions/reports/many-ways-forward/
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/big-tobaccos-attempts-to-infiltrate-uk-health-policy-completely-unacceptable/
https://ash.org.uk/about-ash/all-party-parliamentary-group-on-smoking-health/press-releases-all-party-parliamentary-group-on-smoking-health/government-commits-to-protect-public-health-policy-from-tobacco-industry-interference/
https://smokefreeaction.org.uk/smokefree2030/
https://smokefreeaction.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Roadmap-to-a-Smokefree-2030-FINAL.pdf
https://ash.org.uk/media-and-news/press-releases-media-and-news/health-secretary-it-is-abundantly-clear-that-smoking-makes-the-impact-of-a-coronavirus-worse/
http://www.tobaccoinduceddiseases.org/COVID-19-and-smoking-A-systematic-review-of-the-evidence,119324,0,2.html

Tables

GB adult smoking prevalence 1974 - 2018
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Smoking at time of delivery (SATOD) 2010 - 2018
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Data sources

Adult smoking
1. Data for 1974 - 2012: Cancer Research UK. Cigarette Smoking Prevalence (GB): 1974-2012.

Note: Data for 1975-1977, 1979-1981, 1983-1985, 1987-1989, 1991-1993, 1995-1997, 1999
estimated by CRUK: actual GB smoking prevalence data not collected in these years.

2. Data for 2013 - 2018: Office for National Statistics.
Childhood smoking

3. Data for 1982 - 2014: Cancer Research UK. Regular Cigarette Smoking Prevalence
(England), Children: 1982-2014.

Note: There is no data for 2015 due to funding cuts.

4. Data for 2016: NHS Digital.

Smoking in pregnancy

5. Data for 2010 - 2017: Public Health England.

6. Data for 2018: NHS Digital.

For more information on the issues raised, visit ash.org.uk action on smoking and health
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https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/healthandlifeexpectancies/bulletins/adultsmokinghabitsingreatbritain/2018
https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/publications/statistical/smoking-drinking-and-drug-use-among-young-people-in-england/2016
https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/publications/statistical/smoking-drinking-and-drug-use-among-young-people-in-england/2016
https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/profile/tobacco-control/data#page/4/gid/1938132886/pat/15/par/E92000001/ati/6/are/E12000007/iid/93085/age/1/sex/2
https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/profile/tobacco-control/data#page/4/gid/1938132886/pat/15/par/E92000001/ati/6/are/E12000007/iid/93085/age/1/sex/2
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