APPG on Smoking and Health event minutes: Parliamentary reception to celebrate the APPG on Smoking and Health’s 50th anniversary and royal assent of the Tobacco and Vapes Act

Date: Thursday 4th June
Held in Terrace Dining Room A, House of Commons
Hosted by Mary Kelly Foy MP

Parliamentary attendees:
1. Bob Blackman MP (speaker)
2. Mary Kelly Foy MP (speaker)
3. Lord George Young of Cookham (speaker)
4. Jim Dickson MP
5. Minister for Public Health and Prevention, Sharon Hodgson MP
6. Baroness Lindsay Northover
7. Lord Chris Rennard
8. Baroness Joan Walmsley 
9. Jim Shannon MP
10. Clive Jones MP
11. Lord Nick Forbes of Newcastle
12. Baroness Clare Gerada 

External speakers:
· Michelle Mitchell OBE - Chief Executive of Cancer Research UK
· Wendy Robinson and Gillian Cunningham – speaking to their lived experience

External stakeholders from the following organisations also attended:
· Action on Smoking and Health
· Cancer Research UK
· Representatives from the Department of Health and Social Care
· British Heart Foundation
· Asthma + Lung UK
· ASH Wales
· Humber and North Yorkshire Centre for Excellence
· Fresh and Balance
· Contre-Feu
· Obesity Health Alliance
· UCL Tobacco and Alcohol Research Group
· Diabetes UK
· South Yorkshire Tobacco Control Alliance
· British Thoracic Society
· Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists
· University of Bath Tobacco Control Research Group
· King’s College London National Addiction Centre
· Dental Health
· Improving Performance in Practice
· Alzheimer’s Research UK
· Faculty of Public Health
· NHS Greater Manchester
· North Somerset Council
· Imperial College National Heart and Lung Institute
· Lincolnshire County Council
· Durham County Council
· Hull City Council
As well as people with lived experience of smoking

Minutes from the event
The event opened with comments from the APPG’s Co-Chair Mary Kelly Foy MP. She spoke about why the APPG on Smoking and Health is so important, commenting on how far we have come, and celebrating the passage of the Tobacco and Vapes Act. She commended the APPG for fifty years of tireless cross-party work, and thanked stakeholders for their hard work to make the Tobacco and Vapes Act a reality.
Bob Blackman MP spoke about what the APPG on Smoking and Health means to him, and the devastating effects tobacco has had on his family. He celebrated that the UK is a world leader in tobacco control, and that the APPG has ensured tobacco control remains a core pillar of health policy.
Lord George Young of Cookham reflected on the last fifty years of the APPG on Smoking and Health. Lord Young shared his memories of the APPG’s first meeting and celebrated the work that has been done to reduce smoking rates since then.
The Chief Executive of Cancer Research UK, Michelle Mitchell OBE, highlighted that smoking still causes 200 cases of cancer per day, and that the Tobacco and Vapes Act will protect future generations from these harms. She celebrated the work of Cancer Research UK and other organisations who have worked together to take bold action.
Wendy Robinson and Gillian Cunningham made powerful speeches about their lived experience of how tobacco has affected their lives and their families’ lives. They shared what the Tobacco and Vapes Act means to them, celebrating that it will prevent future generations from suffering the harms caused by smoking.
No other formal business was conducted. Attendees celebrated with birthday cake for the APPG.
