Tobacco Alliance FAQ: Children’s Services
What is a Tobacco Control Alliance?
Tobacco control is a co-ordinated, comprehensive approach to reduce smoking prevalence. Tobacco
control alliances are local partnerships within local authority boundaries working together to effectively
reduce smoking rates and tackle health inequalities.

How does tobacco affect young people?
• Smoking is an addiction of childhood; two-thirds of adult smokers
report taking up smoking before the age of 18, and smoking
significantly effects outcomes in adult life (ASH, Young people
and smoking)
• Children are particularly vulnerable to the effects of SHS
exposure, which is linked to an increased risk of a range of
illnesses like asthma and sudden infant death syndrome.
• Nationally 27% of households with a smoker fall below the poverty
line. If these smokers quit, 324, 530 dependent children would be
lifted out of poverty (ASH, 2015).
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The role of Children’s Services in tackling tobacco
Under the Children’s Act 2004, local authorities have a duty to promote co-operation between each of
the authority’s relevant partners to improve the five Every Child Matters outcomes for children. Reducing
smoking rates by playing an active role in the work of a local tobacco alliance can contribute positively
towards achieving these outcomes. Additionally, as a statutory member of local health and wellbeing
boards, the Director of Children's Services has a role in driving the development of the local joint health
and wellbeing strategy.

What can Children’s Services gain from being on the alliance?
Evidence shows that the best way of reducing youth smoking is to have comprehensive tobacco control
policies in place that apply to the whole population (see NICE, PH14). By joining the local tobacco control
alliance, Children’s Services can contribute and benefit to strategies to both reduce smoking prevalence
and prevent youth uptake. Examples of work include:
• Deliver activity to help parents quit through children’s centres
and similar locations
• Supporting the development of smokefree parks and play
areas
• Supporting the development of policies to help foster
families and adopters to quit or to keep homes and cars
smoke free
• Input and expertise from other alliance partners, for example
smoking cessation services may be able to provide training and ‘Play Smokefree’ – Smokefree Coventry
information on very brief advice to help parents stop smoking.

What can Children’s Services contribute to the alliance’s work?
• The presence of Children’s Services on the alliance will strengthen advocacy calls around
measures to reduce youth smoking.
• Contributing to work on reducing youth smoking prevalence alongside alliance partners in
education, schools, etc.
• Providing information to trading standards to help take action on illicit and niche tobacco.

Tobacco Alliances: Case Studies

Smokefree Coventry: Designing interventions for parents
To help create a tobacco-free future, parents of young children are a new priority group in Coventry’s
Smokefree Strategy. A local stop smoking provider has been commissioned to pilot a new approach
to engage with parents of young children. They have been running a series of co-design workshops
with local primary schools to identify
and develop ways of delivering stop
smoking
support
at
Primary
Schools. Co-design workshops at
10 schools have taken placed
between October – December 2015
and interventions at each school
started in January 2016.
Credit: Stop4Life/ICE Creates

Leicester: Raising awareness of second-hand smoke
Warning Zone is an experiential learning centre based in
Leicester City. It is aimed at children in primary school year
6. The Leicester City Stop Smoking Service has been
working with Warning Zone to incorporate the Step Right Out
(smokefree homes) messages into the Zone, with the
additions being made to two of the interactive zones: “Fire
Risk in the Home” and “Road Safety.”
The aim of the project is to raise awareness of the dangers of
second-hand smoke when people smoke inside the house
and car, and also to highlight the 35% increased fire risk from
smoking in the home.

